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Report  of  Town  School  Committee, 


Your  Committee  is  very  much  pleased  to  report  that  the 
schools  of  the  town  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  and  efficient 
condition. 

No  special  incident  has  occurred  in  the  year  now  gone, 
and  no  disease  has,  as  in  years  past,  interfered  with  the 
attendance,  for  all  of  which  we  are  thankful. 

The  Committee  has  kept  in  mind  the  ever-increasing 
sum  necessary  to  keep  the  educational  machine  in  good 
order,  and  have  done  their  very  best  to  lower  the  cost  of  the 
establishment  No  special  outlay  has  been  made,  save  in  a 
matter  of  prime  need, — the  water  closets  in  District  No.  2. 
The  nuisance  after  many  years  agitation,  has  been  reme- 
died to  the  great  relief  of  the  occupants  of  the  building  and 
the  neighboring  families.  The  system  installed  is  giving 
good  service  and  is  working  perfectly.  One  thing  that  has 
led  to  much  discussion  in  our  body  has  been  the  prospec- 
tive increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  provided  for  in 
District  No.  2,  due  to  the  building  of  the  large  manufactur- 
ing concern  at  Fox's  mill  and  for  which  we  had  to  make 
preparations.  But  the  proprietors  assured  us  that  no  great 
increase  would  be  made  the  present  year,  and  by  utilizing 
certain  unoccupied  portions  of  the  present  building,  and  by 
sending  back  to  their  respective  districts  the  children  who 
have  been  allowed  to  congest  the  classes  in  the  lower  grades 
without  question  or  reasons  given,  save  that  they  wished  to 
attend  a  graded  school,  we  hope  to  defer  the  necessity  of 


providing  further  accommodations  for  the  present.  The 
children  of  Nos.  7  and  8  will  hereafter  attend  the  school  in 
No.  4,  while  such  others,  who  have  attended  No.  2  'in  the 
past,  will  be  restricted  to  their  respective  districts.  No 
doubt  many  will  feel  aggrieved  at  this  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee, forgetting  that  this  body  is  endeavoring,  as  far  as 
in  it  lies,  to  make  attendance  upon  the  schools  as  pleasant 
and  profitable  as  it  is  possible,  and  we  bespeak  the  co-oper- 
ation of  parents  in  our  endeavor  to  make  each  school  the 
equal  of  any  other  in  the  town.  And  it  must  be  held  in 
remembrance  that  the  leaders  in  our  High  School  do  not 
always  come  from  the  graded  schools.  The  High  School 
has  opened  the  new  year  with  a  change  in  the  daily  ses- 
sions, making  it  possible  to  dismiss  the  pupils  at  an  early 
hour,  without  curtailing  the  time  devoted  to  each  lesson. 
This  system  is  quite  general  throughout  the  country  and  is 
approved  by  all  who  have  tried  it.  By  means  of  such  an 
arrangement,  those  who  attend  the  High  School  and. live  in 
the  outlying  districts  of  the  town  will  have  more  time  in 
which  to  reach  their  homes  at  the  close  of  the  daily  work. 
Of  course,  this  change  will  entail  work  at  home,  by  the 
pupils,  which  we  hope  that  their  parents  and  guardians  will 
require  from  them. 

W.  H.  BLACK,  Chairman. 


Visitor's    Report 


DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Pinney  Grammar  School. 

It  is  gratifyiog  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  primary 
department  in  this  school  has  suffered  no  detriment  by  the 
changes  of  the  past.  Miss  Leach  has  proved  herself  capa- 
ble of  doing  the  work  and  of  doing  it  well ;  the  result  of  her 
endeavors  is  very  easily  discerned,  the  behavior  of  the 
scholars  is  excellent,  and,  in  spite  of  the  difficulty  found  in 
repressing  the  exuberant  life  of  her  pupils  and  preparing 
them  for  the  discipline  of  the  higher  grades,  she  has  been 
very  successful. 

As  for  the  departments  in  charge  of  the  Misses  Smith, 
Wightman  and  MacCallam,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  words 
to  give  expression  to  my  satisfaction  in  reviewing  the  work 
of  the  past  year.  I  have  commended  their  work  before  and 
can  but  repeat  myself.  While  the  work  being  done  is 
extremely  good,  an  effort  is  being  made  by  all  these  young 
women  to  improve  the  standing  of  their  departments,  each 
and  all  using  the  means  at  their  command  to  render  the  les- 
sons plain  and  easily  understood,  and  to  make  attendance 
at  school  a  pleasure,  instead  of  the  unpleasant  duty  it  is 
generally  considered  to  be  by  the  majority  of  healthy  boys 
and  girls.  W.  H.  BLACK,  Acting  Visitor. 


i  DISTRICT  No.  2. 

High  School  and  Grades  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9. 

The  following  report  as  acting   school   visitor  for  the 

high  school  and  grammar  grades  is  respectfully  snbmitted: 

From  my  necessarily   superficial   inspection    of  these 

schools  during  the  limited  time  at  my  disposal,  in  which  to 


perform  the  somewhat  perfunctory  duties  of  school  visitor, 
the  general  impressions  received  were  good. 

With  one  exception,  the  high  school  teachers  were 
new  comers,  yet  the  standard  of  the  school  has  been  raised 
in  many  and  maintained  in  all  respects. 

The  excellent  discipline  maintained  by  principal  and 
teachers  was  particularly  noticeable. 

The  commercial  department  has  continued  to  be 
popular  with  both,  parents  and  students,  and  the  gradu- 
ates are  in  demand  to  fill  responsible  positions.  The 
work  of  Miss  Harwood  cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 
Her  reputation  as  a  teacher  of  commercial  branches 
caused  her  to  be  called  to  a  more  lucrative  position  in  a 
larger  school. 

The  committee  was  foituuate  in  securing  Miss  Alice 
Fitton,  a  teacher  of  experience  and  ability  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Grades  8  ane  9,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Kingsbury, 
have  shown  gratifying  results.  It  is  hoped  the  coming 
year,  those  who  complete  the  9th  grade  work,  will  be  given 
a  grammar  school  certificate  or  diploma.  It  is  believed  by 
the  teachers,  and  some  of  the  committee,  if  recognition  of 
this  kind  is  given,  many  who  now  leave  school  before  com- 
pleting the  work  in  the  grades,  will  remain  and  finish  the 
course. 

At  least  many  who  are  unable  to  attend  a  high  school 
much  less  a  college,  would  appreciate  a  certificate  or 
diploma,  which  would  be  evidence  of  a  certain  amount 
of  training  and  perhaps  be  useful  in  securing  positions  in 
after  life. 

Mrs.  Dunneld's  excellent  methods  were  appreciated  by 
all  who  were  familiar  with  her  work  in  grades  6  and  7. 
Tin1  committee  regret  that  she  was  unable  to  continue  the 
work  another  year. 


Miss  Flagg's  patient  application  to  her  duties  as  teacher 
in  grade  5,  is  generally  understood  by  the  parents  and 
scholars  who  have  been  brought  in  contact  with  her  during 
the  years  she  has  served  us.  Her  grade  is  a  model  in 
many  respects. 

Miss  Brooks  did  not  return  as  assistant  in  the  high 
school  and  her  place  has  been  taken  by  Miss  Willard,  who 
is  doing  good  work. 

Notwithstanding    the   increased     population     of     the 
borough,  all  scholars  have   been   accomodated,  but  it  is  an 
assured  fact  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide   additional, 
room  another  year. 

ROBEKT  H.  FISK,  Acting  Visitor 


DISTKICT  No.  2. 

KINDERGARTEN,    GRADES,    1,    2,    3    and  4. 

The  schools  in  this  district  have  maintained  a  high 
standard  of  efficiency.  Most  of  the  teachers  have  had 
regular  professional  training  in  normal  or  train ing  schools, 
and  all  have  had  considerable  teaching  experience.  The 
admirable  working  spirit,  the  high  ideals  which  seem  to 
stimulate  them,  and  the  principles  of  instruction  exemplified 
in  their  work  are  very  gratifying. 

In  this  age  of  progress  and  development,  when  sub- 
jects must  be  developed  by  the  pupil  and  not  hammered 
into  the  immature  mind,  when  the  child  must  discover,  not 
absorb,  when  the  child's  experiences  are  given  system  and 
purpose  by  guidance,  a  teacher  must  be  one  who  under- 
stands something  of  the  operations  and  limitations  of  the 
child's  mind.  She  must  have  power  to  arrange  iu  their 
logical  order  the  elements  which  make  up  any  given  unit  of 
knowledge  so  that  the  first  of  these  elements  as  it  is  de- 
veloped shall  connect  naturally  with  the  child's  experiences 


and  the  others  lead  up  in  an  orderly  progression  to  a  com- 
plete knowledge  of  the  subject. 

The  teacher  should  have  the  ability  as  well  as  the  in- 
clination to  discover  the  elements  of  each  subject  to  be  de- 
veloped, to  arrange  them  in  their  proper  order,  to  deter- 
mine what  work  will  lead  the  child  to  a  discovery  of  each, 
and  to  direct  the  work  so  that  the  child  shall  make  the  de- 
sired discovery  in  each  case  and  not  another  foreign  to  the 
subject.  To  promote  orderly  habits  of  mind  as  well  as  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  is  a  function  of  our  schools,  and 
the  foundation  for  this  work  should  be  laid  in  the  kinder- 
garten and  lower  grades.  Our  kindergarten  teacher  seems 
to  have  been  selected  with  singular  cave  and  wisdom  for 
this  work  and  as  the  pupils  advance  from  grade  to  grade 
the  results  cf  the  kindergarten  instruction  become  apparent. 

The  present  year  opens  with  a  larger  attendance  than 
usual  in  all  departments.  Although  the  congestion  has 
been  somewhat  relieved  by  the  transportation  of  the  pupils 
in  the  Rockwell  Bill  and  Works  districts  to  district  number 
4,  and  the  keeping  out  of  pupils  who  attended  from  other 
towns,  if  the  present  influx  keeps  up,  it  will  be  but  a  short 
time  until  more  room  and  extra  teaching  force  must  be  pro- 
vided. M.  D.  O'CONNELL,  Acting  Visitor. 


DISTRICT  No.  5.     (Staffordville). 

Miss  Hattie  Ellithorpe  has  added  another  to  her  many 
successful  years  as  teacher  in  the  grammar  department 
of  this  school. 

Miss  Mildred  Harries,  who  taught  at  Crow  Hill  last 
year,  taught  the  primary  department  and  considering  the 
character  of  the  school,  she  did  well. 

DISTRICT  No.  4.     (Street). 
Miss  Annie  Shippey,  who  taught  this  school  last  year, 
has  charge  again  this  year.     Owing  to  the  fact   that   some 


of  the  scholars  attended  the  borough  schools  and  others 
removed  from  town,  the  school  was  reduced  to  ,so  small 
a  number  that  interest  seemed  to  be  lacking  and  the  school 
could  hardly  be  called  a  success. 

DISTRICT  No.  10.  (Village). 
This  school  has  been  taught  by  Miss  Isadore  Dunham, 
a  graduate  of  the  local  high  school.  Her  methods  and 
discipline  are  good  and  her  ability  to  instruct  excellent. 
The  district  is  to  be  congratulated  in  securing  so  competent 
a  teacher.  JOHN  A.  FOSTER,  Acting  Visitor: 


DISTRICT  No.  6.  (Washburn). 
This  school  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Gertrude 
L.  Avery  for  the  year  and  in  the  number  of  pupils  is  one  of 
the  largest  of  the  outside  schools;  Miss  Avery  has  done 
very  satisfactory  work  in  this  district  for  a  number  of  years 
and  the  advancement  made  during  the  past  year  was  fully 
up  to  the  standard. 

DISTRICT  No.  15.     (Lull). 
This  school  was  under  the   direction    of   Miss  Blanche 
Shippey  for  the  year.     Miss  Shippey  is   a   faithful   worker 
and  has  given  good  satisfaction. 

DISTRICT  No.  9.  *  (Hall). 
Owing  to  the  small  number  of  pupils  in  this  district, 
there  was  some  question  as  to  the  advantage  of  opening 
the  school,  but  on  account  of  difficulty  in  securing  trans- 
portation to  Staffordville,  it  was  thought  best  to  do  so. 
Mrs.  May  Claton,  a  former  teacher  in  this  district  has  had 
the  school  in  charge  and  her  work  has  been  very  satisfact- 
ory. 


DISTRICT  No.  14.  (Crow  Hill). 
This  school  opened  at  begining  of  the  year  with  Miss 
Alice  Graves  as  teacher.  Miss  Graves  gave  the  best  of 
satisfaction,  but  her  resignation  was  made  necessary  at  the 
commencement  of  the  spring  term  on  account  of  the  death 
of  her  mother.  Miss  Eunice  Brad  way  was  secured  to 
finish  the  school  year. 

BUKT  T.  EATON,  Acting  Visitor. 


DISTRICT  No.  12 


This  school  was  taught  the  entire  year  by  Hattie  L. 
Smith,  a  teacher,  of  many  years'  experience,  and  she  gave 
the  best  of  satisfaction.  She  is  to  teach  the  same  school 
for  the  coming  year. 

DISTRICT  No.r13. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Mr.  R.  Booth  and  Mr.  Gush- 
ing. Mr.  Booth  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term 
and  Mr.  Cushing  was  employed  to  teach  the  spring  term. 
They  are  good  teachers  and  did  good  work  in  the  grammar- 
school. 

The  primary  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Josephine  E. 
Newell.  Miss  Newell  has  had  charge  of  this  school  for 
many  years  and  has  done  exceeding  well. 

DISTRICT  No.  10. 

Miss  Myrtie  Worthington  had  the  care  of  this  school 
for  the  past  year,  and  a  number  [of  years  previous.  She 
gave  the  best  of  satisfaction.  She^resigned  at  the  close  of 
the  year  to  take  a  larger  school  with  more  pay.  All  schools 
under  my  care  have  been  satisfactory. 

RALPHS  IE  US  School  Visitor. 


Town  School  Committee. 


Term  expires 


W.  H.  Black,  Chairman, 

John  A.  Foster, 

Ralph  Wiees, 

Robert  H.  Fisk, 

Burt  T.  Eaton, 

M.  D.  O'Connell,  Secretary, 


Dist. 
No. 


Names  of  Teachers  Employed. 


Teacher. 
Frank  F.  Dunfield,  Principal 
Ruth  N.  Walker, 
Laura  Brooks, 
Grace  E.  Harwood, 
Mary  E.  Smith, 
Gertrude  C.  Wightman, 
Mildred  MacCallum, 
Mary  F.  Leach, 
Mabel  L.  Kingsbury, 
Mrs.  F.  F.  Dunfield, 
Alice  R.  Flagg, 
Sadie  L.  Oomins, 
Genevieve  M.  Hewett, 
Maud  G.  Booth, 
Edith  G.  Cushman, 
Florence  L.  Barrows, 
Annie  M.  Shippey, 
Mildred  Harries, 
Hattie  L.  Ellithorpe, 
Gertrude  L.  Avery, 
May  ClaytoiJ, 


1907 
1907 
1908 
1908 
1909 
1909 


Grade. 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

8  and  9 

6  and  7 

4  and  5 

1,  2  and  3 

♦  8  and  9 

6  and  7 

(£)  4  and  5 

3  and  (£)  4 

2 

1 

Kindergarten 


Primary  and  Intermediate 
Grammar 


Dist. 

No. 

10 

12 

13 
ci 

14 
15 
16 


4 

5 

6 

1G 


10 


Teacher. 
Isaclore  Duuliani         .... 
Hattie  L.  Smith. 

Josephine  E.  Newell,      -        Primary  and 
Kalph  A.  Booth  and  A.  B.  Cushing, 
Alice  L.  Graves  and  Eunice  Bradway. 
Blanche  L.  Shippey. 
Myrtie  J.  Worthington. 
Harriet  G.  Werner,  - 

Changes  for  1907-1908. 
Alice  M.  Fitton,        .... 
Emily  K.  Willard,     - 
Jennie  M.  Lawlor, 
Rose  Hanley, 
Eva  N.  Roberts. 
Gladys  Preston, 
Myrtie  J.  Worthington. 
Lottie  W.  Hatch. 


Grade. 


Intermediate 
Grammar 


Music 


High  School 
High  School 


6  and  7 


Assistant  in 


Kindergarten 


Primary  and  Intermediate 
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ANNUAL   REPORT    OF 

Dr.  F.  L.  Smith 

Town    Health    Officer, 


Every  year,  during-  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of 
August,  the  Health  Officers,  of  the  various  towns  in  the 
state,  receive  the  following-  notice.  "Whereas  you  are 
required  by  law,  on  the  first  of  September,  to  make  an 
annual  report  of  your  doings  through  the  year  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  your  County  Health  Officer  and  your 
town,  this  notice  is  sent,"  the  list  of  diseases  and  subjects 
upom  which  reports  are  requested  are  mentioned,  and  the 
order  in  which  they  are  to  be  reported  is  also  given.  In 
compliance  with  the  above,  the  accompanying  report  is 
hereby  submitted. 

There  has  been  but  one  case  of  Measles  in  the  town  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  that  one  being  located  on  Stafford  street, 
in  the  month  of  August.  The  disease  was  contracted  in 
Springfield,  Mass.,  the  subject  being  a  young  child.  The 
case  was  somewhat  protracted,  but  resulted  in  recovery, 
and  no  spread  of  the  contagion  followed. 

Of  Scarlet  Fever,  there  have  been  three  cases  reported  : 
One  at  Hydeville  in  January,  two  at  West  Stafford — one  in 
April  and  another  in  May.  The  source  of  the  disease  in  one 
case  could  apparently  be  traced  to  a  letter,  received 
from  a  nurse,  who  was  caring  for  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  in  a 
Massachusetts  city,  thus  emphasizing  the  precaution  which 
should  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  circulation  of  letters, 
books,  etc.,  from  houses  where  this  or  other  contagious  dis- 
eases are  progressing.     The  case  in  January  occurred  in  a 


14 

young-  girl,  who  was  taken  sick  with  the  disease  while 
actually  in  school,  she  being  obliged  to  leave  the  room  and 
lie  down  and  later  be  transported  to  her  home ;  but  here  no 
spread  of  the  disease  occurred ;  however,  strict  precautions 
were  taken,  the  building  being  thoroughly  fumigated,  etc. 
The  last  case  was  of  most  short  duration  and  mildest  type, 
and,  although  occurring  in  a  family  of  live  or  six  children, 
none  of  the  others  contracted  the  disease ;  indeed,  the  par- 
ents of  the  child  scoffed  at  the  idea  of  the  child  having  the 
disease. 

Diphtheria  occurred  in  one  family  at  Orcuttville  in  the 
month  of  January,  three  children  being  attacked  by  the  dis- 
ease. Strict  isolation  and  quarantine  was  followed  and  no 
spread  of  the  disease  occurred.  The  school  in  the  district 
was  closed  for  a  few  weeks,  as  an  epidemic  of  u  throat 
trouble  "  seemed  to  prevail,  the  school  teacher  having  quite 
a  severe  experience,  personally.  Possibly  a  culture  from 
some  of  these  throats  might  have  brought  a  positive  report. 

Membraneous  Croup  and  Whooping  Cough  have  not 
been  reported. 

Typhoid  Fever  has  occurred  in  three  localities  :  One 
at  West  Stafford  in  March,  one  at  Stafford  Hallow  in  the 
same  month,  and  one  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town  in 
June.  The  origin  of  the  disease  could  not  be  discovered  in 
any  of  these  cases. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Small-Pox  have  not  occur- 
red. 

Pulmonary  Consumption,  the  "  great  white  plague,"  is 
still  with  us,  constantly  claiming  its  victims ;  no  special 
efforts  are  being  made  to  prevent  its  prevalence. 

Nuisances  have  been  reported  with  unusual  frequency, 
but  all  have  been  promptly  abated. 

Garbage  and  Sewage  disposal  remains  the  same  as  in 
former  years. 

Public  provision  for  the  care  of  Contagious  Disease  is 
not  provided. 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  school  buildings  is  the 
same  as  formerly,  but  the  privies  are  kept  in  a  respectable 
condition. 

The  Water  Supply  is  mostly  from  private  sources, 
mainly  wells  and  springs. 

The  Ice  Ponds  are  isolated  and  quite  free  from  danger 
of  contamination. 

The  Milk  Supply  is  from  a  cleanly  source ;  as  to  cows, 
surroundings  and  milkers. 

No  Public  Works  of  sanitary  interest  have  been  under- 
taken during  the  past  year. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


OF  SCHOOL 


OF1  THE  TOWN  OF 


Stafford,  Conn., 

For  the  School  Year  Ending 

JULY  15,  1908, 


AND 


Town  Health  Officer 
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Lkwis  McLaughlin,  Printer. 

stafford  springs,  oonn. 
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COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 


The  year  just  ended  passed  -without  anything  of  mo- 
ment occuririg,  save  the  enforced  stoppage  for  a  short 
period  of  schools  in  District  No.  2  due  to  a  break-down  of  the 
heating  arrangements,  and  a  still  further  stoppage  by  order 
of  the  Board  of  Health  caused  by  an  outbreak  of  scarlet 
iever  in  the  vicinity,  which  happily  did  not  attack  any  of 
the  pupils.  Nothing  has  happened  to  interfere  with  the  even 
tenor  of  the  daily  studies  and  the  year  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee  has  been  a  prosperous  and  fruitful  one. 

The  necessity  of  making  provision  for  a  greater  number 
of  pupils  in  No.  2  was  so  apparent  in  the  crowded  con- 
ditions of  some  of  the  grades  that  another  room  in  the 
building  has  been  prepared  for  occupancy  but  whether  it 
will  be  imperatively  required  cannot  as  yet  be  determined 
until  the  new  school  year  begins.  This  improvement  uti- 
lizes all  the  space  remaining  in  the  building  and  leaves  the 
schools  somewhat  cramped  for  room  which  unsatisfactory 
condition  is  not  to  be  remedied  as  long  as  there  is  no  fur- 
ther space  that  can  be  occupied. 

The  health  of  the  children  was  uniformly  excellent,  al- 
though the  temperature  was  uncomfortably  low  at  many 
times  occasioned  by  the  fear  of  bursting  the  pipes  of  the 
boiler  which  had  happened  twice  already,  exciting  the  ap- 
prehensions of  the  more  timorous  among  the  teachers  and 
scholars.  So  your  committee  thought  that  it  would  be  wise 
to  make  sUre  that  such  an  occurence  should  not  recur  again 
and  purchased  a  new  boiler  and  discarded  the  old  one.  At 
the  same  time  as  the  want  of  sufficient  water  was  getting  to 
be  seriously  felt  arrangements  were  made  for  an  increased 
supply  and  a  stand-pipe  to  run  through  the  building  was 
erected  as  a  further  precaution  against  fire. 


Your  committee  is  very  often  placed  in  an  awkward 
and  uncomfortable  position  from  the  necessity  of  opening 
and  closing  the  schools  of  the  out-lying  districts,  for  in- 
stance in  district  15  the  children  forming  the  greater  num- 
ber of  the  scholars  were  removed  across  the  line  and  re- 
mained there  a  few  months,  the  school  was  closed,  now  these 
same  children  having  returned  must  be  provided  for  and  as 
a  consequence  the  school  has  opened  again.  The  Kockwell 
Hill  district  having  been  closed  for  some  years  has  again 
opened  its  doors  after  being  thoroughly  renovated  The 
changes  that  often  take  place  in  the  number  of  children  in 
a  given  district  is  often  dependent  upon  the  short  term  of 
employment  secured  by  the  head  of  the  family  in  the  cutting 
of  wood  and  timber. 

In  the  coming  year  the  Hall  district  -  school  will  be 
closed  as  at  present  it  contains  but  two  scholars  who  will 
be  transported  to  StafTordville  No.  5. 

An  experiment  was  tried  in  the  case  of  the  graduating 
classes  of  the  Grammar  departments  of  districts  No's  1  and 
2  in  which  the  children  exhibited  their  abilities  in  recitation 
and  singing,  furnishing  to  those  attendant  upon  the  exer- 
cises an  hour  of  great  pleasure  not  much  less  than  that  fur- 
nished by  the  graduates  of  the  High  School  in  their  com- 
mencement exercises,  and  bringing  back  to  many  the  scenes 
and  happy  memories  connected  with  the  schools  of  New 
England  not  so  very  many  years  ago  when  every  one,  in  all 
communities,  whether  large  or  small,  look  an  interest  in  the 
'•last  day." 

And  now  hoping  that  our  work  in  your  behalf  and  the 
condition  of  the  schools  throughout  the  town  will  meet 
with  your  approval  we  submit  our  report. 

W.  H.  BLACK,  Chairman. 


VISITORS'  REPORT. 


DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Pinney  Grammar  School. 

It  affords  to  me  a  sincere  plesuare  to  report  that  the 
schools  in  this  district  continue  to  warrant  the  high  opinion 
held  for  a  long  time  in  the  public  estimation  and  of  which 
they  are  most  certainly  deserving. 

The  credit  for  their  fine  condition  is  to  be  given  to  the 
teachers  who  have  so  pleasantly  and  dilligently  led  them 
along  the  path  of  knowledge  and  created  among  their  pu- 
pils a  desire  to  go  higher  in  their  search  for  enlightenment 
in  things  as  yet  unknown.  And  the  district  feels  a  certain 
pride  in  the  fact  that  the  entire  class  of  the  ninth  grade 
goes  into  the  high  school  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will 
carry  that  studious  inclination  which  has  been  so  carefully 
inculcated  here,  and  so  gain  greater  honor  for  themselves 
and  the  Pinney  school.  It  would  be  impossible  to  point 
out  the  excellence  of  the  work  done  by  the  various  teachers, 
let  this  suffice  each  has  endeavored  to  do  her  best  and  her 
best  has  been  found  good. 

In  consequence  of  the  transference  of  Miss  Leach  to 
District  No.  2,  Miss  Shippy  was  installed  as  teacher  of  the 
primary  department  and  has  found  some  difficulty  in  gov- 
erning her  restless  brood,  but  is  fast  gaining  control  of 
them,  and  with  a  little  more  experience  no  doubt  will  bring 
them  into  perfect  subjection. 

W.  H.  BLACK,  Acting  Visitor. 


DISTRICT  No.  2. 

Kindergarten,  Grades,  1,  2,  3  and  4. 
The  high  standard  of  efficiency,  heretofore  noted  of  the 
schools  in  this  district  has  been  maintained  during  the  past 
year. 


The  winter  term  was  considerably  broken  up  and  work 
was  somewhat  hampered  by  the  prevalence  of  a  mild  epi- 
demic of  scarlet  fever  in  the  borough,  which  necessitated 
the  closing  of  schools  for  two  weeks,  but  by  shortening  the 
spring  vacation  to  one  week  and  adding  an  extra  week  at 
the  end  of  the  spring  term  the  full  time  was  made  up,  and 
results  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  very  gratifying. 

The  old  boiler  which  caused  so  much  trouble  last  win- 
ter, on  account  of  having  outlived  its  usefulness,  has  been 
replaced  by  two  new  Richmond  sectional  boilers  having 
more  than  twice  the  heating  capacity  of  the  old  boiler. 
These  boilers  are  so  arranged  that  either,  or  both  may  be 
used  as  occasion  demands,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  wis- 
dom in  making  the  change  will  make  itself  apparent,  not 
only  as  a  matter  of  comfort  and  convenience,  but  also  from 
the  standpoint  of  economy. 

For  sometime  the  inadequate  water  supply  has  been  a 
matter  of  concern.  The  committee  has  therefore  deemed  it 
advisable  to  put  in  a  larger  water  pipe,  and  instead  of  the 
one  inch  pipe  heretofore  used,  a  four-inch  pipe  now  carries 
water  to  the  building,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  the  school. 

In  a  school  where  there  are  so  many  different  nation- 
alities with  varying  capabilities,  mid-year  promotions  would 
undoubtedly  work  to  advantage,  especially  in  the  kinder- 
garten and  the  three  lower  grades.  Pupils  who  are  capa- 
ble of  being  promoted  should  not  be  held  back  until  the 
dull  ones  are  ready  to  go  ahead,  and  the  dull  ones  should 
not  be  dragged  along  by  the  others.  The  old  plan  of 
squadding  and  platooning  in  schools  is  worn  thread  bare 
and  should  be  relegated  to  the  ash  heap.  Pupils'  minds 
are  necessarily  not  all  of  the  same  mold,  and  they  will  pro- 
gress only  as  rapidly  as  their  mental  capacities  are  devel- 
oped. The  sooner  the  antiquated  idea  of  hammering  a 
certain  amount  of  knowledge  into  the  immature  mind  each 
year  is  abandoned  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  schools.  The 
child  should  discover,  not  absorb,  and  subjects  should  be 
developed  by  the  pupil  whose  experience  should   be   given 


system  and  purpose  by  careful  guidance  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  To  do  this  the  teacher  should  have  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  operations  and  limitations  of  the  child's  mind. 
A  more  thorough  acquaintance  of  parents  and  teachers  and 
a  knowledge  of  the  home  life  of  the  pupils  would  a}$  ma- 
terially in  this  respect.  It  would  make  the  teachers  more 
familiar  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  pupils,  and  to  under- 
stand the  peculiarities  of  temperment,  or  mode  of  a  child  is 
to  make  easier  and  more  successful  its  mental  development. 

Our  teachers  are  working  with  earnestness  and  fidelity, 
but  in  oMer  to  obtain' the  best  results  they  should  have  the 
co-operation,  confidence  and  support  of  the  parents.  Alto- 
gether too  few  of  the  parents  visit  the  schools.  Where  is 
the  person  who,  if  he  have  a  horse,  or  dog  in  the  hands  of 
any  one  for  training,  will  not  show  some  solicitude  as  to 
who  the  trainer  is,  what  method  is  being  pursued  and  what 
progress  is  being  made  V  Yet,  those  same  persons  who  are 
so  anxious  about  the  welfare  of  their  dumb  beasts  never 
thipk  of  visiting  the  schools  to  meet  the  teachers,  and  to 
observe  the  methods  employed  in  the  all  important  work  of 
shaping  the  minds  and  characters  of  their  boys  and  girls. 

Parents  are  urged,  and  others  interested  are  invited  to 
visit  the  schools  more  frequently,  inspect  the  work  and  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  methods  pursued.  The  teachers 
will  be  glad  to  see  them.  Kindly  criticism,  or  merited  ap- 
preciation is  always  gratef ully  received. 

M.  D.  OCONNELL,  Acting  Visitor. 


DISTRICT  No.  2. 

glGlI  gCHOOL,  (jrRAPES  5,  (5.  7,  §  AND  9. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  interruptions  in  the 
adoptfJL  schedule  causedshy  epidemics  and  other  causes  the 
wprk  of  the  schools  in  :% his  district  has  been  uniformly 
good  during  the  pa^st  year.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
committee  to  secure  an£  retain  if  possible  the  best  teachers 
procurable.  We  have  been  unfortunate  in  losing  from  time 
to  time  excellent  teachers  who  have   been   called   to  take 


better  positions,  and  we  find  it  the  general  rule  that  our 
teachers' are  in  demand  elsewhere.  During  the  past  "year 
we  lost  Miss  Flagg  who  for  years  taught  grade  5  with 
great  success,  but  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  arrange 
for  the  transfer  of  Miss  Leach  from  the  Pinney  Grammar 
School  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Miss  Walker  resigned  as  assist- 
ant in  the  high,  school  to  take  a  more  lucrative  position  in 
Now  York  City,  and  we  were  again  fortunate  in  being  able 
to  induce  Mrs.  Dunfield  to  succeed  her. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  congested  condition  in  the  lower 
grades  the  committee  decided  to  finish  the  remaining  room 
on  the  upper  fioor  for  the  use  of  grades  8  and  9  thus  pro- 
viding another  room  on  the  second  floor  for  grade  5  which 
previously  occupied  the  same  room  with  part  of  grade  4. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  this  arrangement  will 
provide 'room  for  allfor  the  present  without  overcrowding- 

The  high  school icontinued  to  maintain-  an  excellent 
standard,  and  the  advantages  offered  by  our  well  equipped 
commercial  department  cannot  be  overestimated.  The 
graduates  find  no  trouble  in  securing  good  positions.  . 

With^ the  various  improvements  that  have  been  'made 
in  the  matter  of  heating  and  water  supply  our  building  is 
well -equipped  to  house  the  scholars,  and  with  the  excellent 
teaching  force  in  charge  there  is  no  reason  why  the  schools 
in  this ^district  cannot  rank  with  the  best  in    the..-state. 

;  .ROBERT  H.   FISK,  Acting  Visitor.' 
:  •-*'     ;iiv'    •     .  !  ';!  :  .•  ■■- * : — 

DISTRICT  No.  6.     (Washburn). 

This  school  situated  on  the  Monson  road  about  one 
mile  north  of  Orcuttville,  has  been  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Myrtie  Worthington  for  the  past  year. 

The  size  and  location  of  this  school  house,  make  it 
conveirient  for  the  accommodation  of  a  number  of  scholars 
living  north  and  west,  and  outside  of  the  old  district  lines. 
•  Owing  to  tlii^  fact,  this  school  is  of  necessity  one  of 
the  large  schools  of  the  town,  and  one  of  the  most  difficult 
to  manage. 


Miss  Worthington  came  to  this  position  with  a  rep- 
utation for  good  service  in  one  of  the  small  schools  of  the 
town,  and  in  this  large  field,  has  more  than  made  good  her 
reputation . 

The  good  service  rendered  by  this  teacher  will  be 
better  understood,  and  appreciated,  when  we  come  to 
think,  that  there  have  been  from  thirty-four  to  thirty-six 
pupils,  ranging  all  the  way  from  the  first  to  the  ninth 
grade  inclusive. 

Of  course  in  a  school  of  this  size  and  character,  the 
service  demanded  of  a  teacher  is  the  hardest,  but  we 
think  the  past  year  can  be  classed  as  a  successful  year  in 
this  district.  .*.■ 

DISTEICT  No.  9.     (Hall).  ,     ■ 

Mrs.  May  Clayton  has  taught  the' Hall  district  school 
for  two  years.  She  is  a  teacher  of  experience,  and  with 
the  abundance  of  time  at  her  disposal,  was  able  to  give 
her  pupils  more  attention  and  help  than  they  could  hope 
to  receive  in  a  school  of  larger  numbers. 

^  ;  ©1ST RIOT  No.  X5.,  (Lull).;.::. 
This  school  commenced  the^year  with  Miss  Blanche 
Shippy  as  teacher.  This  district  has  for  a  number  olsyears 
been  classed  as  one  of  the  smallest  schools  of  the  town. 
The  distance  and  difficulty  of  securing  transportation  for 
the  children  of:.  this  district  to  any  large  center  was  the 
only  reason  warranting  the- opening  of  this  school;  fpr  the 
past  year.  During;  the  ^winter,  the  removal;  .of  several 
families  made  it  necessary  to  close  the  school,and  Miss 
Shippy  was  transferred  to  district  No,  1,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 
Considering  the  limited  opportunity,  her  work  in  this  school 
was  very  satisfactory.  -  '  -         ; 

-       DISTEICT  No.  14.    (Crow  Hill). 
Mrs.  Eunice  Bradway  has  had  charge  of.  the  Crow   Hill 
school  for  the  past  year.  :      -  ■  , ...  •.    .  :■•■/  ^ ■■■.:.;.  .'-!  \ 


8 

Her  kindly  disposition  and  power  to  interest  her 
scholars,  has  enabled  her  to  make  a  success  of  her  work  in 
this  district. 

BURT  T.   EATON,  Acting  Visitor. 


DISTRICT  No.  4.    (Street). 
The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss   Eva   Roberts,   and 
the  Spring  and  Winter  terms  by  Miss   Rosa   Holbrook   of 
Hebron,  who  was  fairly  successful. 

DISTRICT  No.  5.  (Staffordville). 
Miss  Hattie  Ellithorpe  had  charge  of  the  Grammar  de- 
partment, through  the  year,  and  obtained  her  usual  success. 
Miss  Gladys  Preston,  who  graduated  from  the  local  High 
school  last  year,  took  care  of  the  Primary  grades.  She  did 
well  and  has  been  engaged  for  the  coming  year. 

DISTRICT  Np.  8.  (Rockwell  Hill). 
This  school  was  ppen,e(^for  the  Winter  term  at  the  re- 
quest of  residents  of  the  district  with  Miss  Ethel  Moore  as 
teacher.  Owing  to  sickness  she  resigned  during  the  Spring 
term  and  Miss  Mabel  Pease  finished  the  term  and  did  ex- 
cellent work. 

DISTRICT  No.  10.     (Stafford  Village). 
Miss  Isadore  Dunham  added  another  successful  year  to 
her  services  as  teacher  of  this  school. 

JOHN  A.  FOSTER,  Acting  Visitor. 


DISTRICT  No.  12. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Hattie  L.  Smith,  who 
has  taught  here  and  elsewhere  for  many  years.  Her  work 
for  the  last  year  was  very  satisfactory.  She  retires  from 
teaching  with  the  best  wishes  of  the  entire  district.  Miss 
Helen  M.  Leonard  is  teaching  the  present  term. 


DISTRICT  No.  13. 

The  grammar  grade  was  taught  by  Mr.  Gushing  and 
Miss  Town.  Mr.  Gushing,  not  giving  satisfaction  as  teach- 
er, was  asked  to  resign  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term. 
Miss  Towne  was  employed  to  finish  out  the  school,  which 
she  did  with  the  best  of  satisfaction.  Miss  Towne  is  to 
have  the  care  of  the  school  for  the  coming  school  year. 

Mrs.  Josie  Newell  was  employed  in  the  primary  grade 
for  the  year  but  resigned  and  Mrs.  Fay  of  West  Stafford 
was  secured  as  teacher.  She  did  excellent  work  as  teacher 
and  is  hired  for  the  coming  school  year. 

DISTRICT  No.  16. 
This  school  was  in  care  of  Miss   Hatch   for  the   year, 
this  being  her  first  year  at  teaching,  with  good  results. 

Miss  Cealia  Evelin  Triggs  has  the  care  of  the  school 
the  present  term. 

RALPH  WIERS,  Acting  Visitor. 


Town  School  Committee. 


Term  ex\ 

)ires 

Kalph  Wiers, 

a                   i 

1903 

KOBERT  H.  FlSK,       - 

.- 

it                    i 

1908 

Burt  T.  Eaton, 

- 

a,                   i 

1    .     1909 

M.  D.  O'Connell,  Secretary, 

- 

if                   i 

1909 

W.  H.  Black,  Chairman, 

- 

a                   < 

1910 

John  A.  Foster, 

-■ 

a                   t 

1910 

Names  of  Teachers  Emp 

loyed. 

Dist. 

No.               Teacher. 

Grade. 

Frank  F.  Dunfield,  Principal,    - 

Ruth  N.  Walker, 

Alice  M.  Fitton, 

Emily  R.  Willard,      - 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Dnnfield, 

Mary  E.  Smith, 

Gertrude  0.  Whitman, 

Mildred  MacOallum, 

Mary  F.  Leach,  Blanche  L.  Shippey 

Mabel  L.  Kingsbury, 

Jennie  M.  Lawlor, 

Alice  R.  Flagg,  Mary  F.  Leach, 

Sadie  L.  Comins, 

Genevieve  M.  Hewett, 

Maude  G.  Both, 

Edith  Cushman, 

Rose  Hanley,      .... 

Eva  N.  Roberts,  Rosa  Holbrook, 

(lladys  G.  Preston,     -  Primary 

Hat  tie  L.  Ellithrope, 

Myrtie  J.  Worthington,     - 


High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

8  and  9 

6  and  7 

4  and  5 

1,  2  and  3 

8  and  9 

(3  and  7 

(£)  of  4  and  5 

3  and  (£)  of  4 

2 

1 

Kindergarten 


and  Intermediate 
Grammar 


11 


Dist. 

No. 

Teacher. 

Grade. 

8 

Ethel  Moore,  Mabel  Pease, 

9 

May  Clayton,               - 

10 

Isadore  Dunham, 

12 

Hattie  L.  Smith,          - 

13 

Florence  Fay,               -          Primary  and  Intermediate 

13 

A.  B.  Gushing,  Jennie  Towne, 

Grammar 

14 

Eunice  Bradway,          -         - 

15 

Blanche  Shippey,          - 

(Fall  term) 

16 

Lottie  W.  Hatch,          - 

Harriet  Werner,           - 

Music 

Changes  for  1908-1909. 

2 

Ethel  Moore,         -         -         Assistant  in 

Kindergarten 

4 

Isadore  Dunham, 

8 

May  Clayton, 

10 

Lottie  W.  Hatch, 

12 

Helen  M.  Leonard, 

14 

Edith  B.  Bruckner,     - 

15 

Blanche  Waterman,     - 

16 

Cecelia  Triggs,         •     - 
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ANNUAL   REPORT   OF 

FRANK   L.   SMITH,  M.    D., 

Town  Health  Officer. 


To  quote  from  notice  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health :  "The  time  has  again  arrived 
for  you  to  make  your  annual  report  to  your  town,  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  your  County  Health  Officer.  This 
the  statutes  require  you  to  do  the  first  of  September."  In 
compliance  with  the  above  notification,  the  following  report 
is  hereby  submitted : — 

The  town  has  been  remarkably  free  from  epidemics  of 
contagious  disease  during  the  past  year,  although  the  bor- 
ough has  had  quite  a  severe  experience  from  the  prevalence 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  has  lapped  over  the  borough  limits 
now  and  again,  as  stated  below.  There  have  occurred  four 
cases  of  the  disease  in  the  town,  and  that  there  have  been 
so  few  is  remarkable,  considering  its  very  extensive  preva- 
lence in  the  borough.  The  first  of  these  cases  occurred  in 
the  month  of  January,  on  the  fair  grounds  road  to  West 
Stafford  ;  the  second  in  February  at  Stafford  Hollow,  and 
was  of  a  most  trivial  character  ;  the  third  was  at  Staflbrd- 
ville,  in  April,  a  mild  case,  and  the  fourth  on  the  Westford 
road,  in  June.  All  of  these  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type, 
and  in  fact  no  death  has  occurred  from  the  disease  among 
all  that  have  had  it,  in  town  or  borough,  nor  any  serious 
complications.  Quarantine  and  disinfection  was  thoroughly 
carried  out  in  all  cases. 

Not  a  single  case  of  Measles,  Typhoid  Fever  or  other 
contagious  or  zymotic  disease  has  occurred,  save  as  before 
mentioned. 
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The  number  of  nuisances  complained  of  or  discovered 
has  also  been  remarkably  few. 

There  have  been  no  changes  from  former  years,  in  re- 
gard to  the  milk,  water  or  ice  supply,  save  that  of  Stafford 
Hollow,  where  an  increasing  number  of  families  are  con- 
necting their  homes  with  the  Corp  pond  aqueduct  water, 
which  is  most  gratifying,  as  private  wells  furnish  an  im- 
portant element  in  the  production  of  disease,  surrounded  as 
they  are  with  house  drainage  and  privies. 

During  the  past  year  the  State  Board  of  Health  has 
taken  up  the  matter  of  investigating  the  drinking  water  as 
supplied  to  the  public  schools,  and  the  following  report  of 
the  matter,  as  regards  the  schools  of  Stafford,  cannot  fail  to 
be  of  interest  to  its  inhabitants. 

The  collection  of  samples  of  drinking  water  used  in  the 
schools  was  made  during  the  time  the  schools  were  in  ses- 
sion, so  as  to  be  sure  the  particular  well  in  question  was 
furnishing  the  water  for  the  school  in  its  locality. 

For  obvious  reasons,  in  the  cases  where  private  wells 
were  sampled,' the  schools  will  be  designated  by  letter,  the 
name  of  the  owner  of  the  well  not  appearing  in  the  report. 
These  examinations  were  made  by  Prof.  James  A.  New- 
lands,  State  Chemist,  at  Middletown. 

The  "general  conclusions1'  are  reached  after  a  thorough 
and  systematic  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination, 
the  report  of  which,  being  purely  technical,  would  be  of  no 
general  interest.  These  general  conclusions  are  all  pre- 
faced with  the  expression,  "In  the  opinion  of  the  writer." 

The  examination  of  the  water  from  the  schoolhouse 
well  in  the  Patten  district  gives  these  general  conclusions  : 
This  water  is  of  very  good  quality,  and  is  a  satisfactory 
supply  for  drinking  purposes. 

Orcuttville  Schoolhouse  Well. — "This  water  contains  a 
small  amount  of  mineral  matter,  and  is  quite  soft.  The 
figures  for  organic  constituents  are  all  low,  and  chlorine  is 
not  far  from  normal,  for  that  region.1'  This  would  make  it 
a  good   drinking   water,  but   the   number  of  bacteria  was 
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found  to  be  very  high,,. which  was  later  found  to  be  due  to 
the  presence  of  a  dead  frog  in  the  well,  hence  the  well  re-# 
ceived  a  thorough  cleaning  and  is  now  fit  for  use. 

Stafford  Hollow  Schoolhouse  Well. — "This  water  is 
low  in  mineral  content,  and  is  soft  The  figures  for  organic 
constituents  are  all  low,  and  the  chlorine  is  below  normal 
for  water  in  that  region.  This  water  is  of  very  good  quality 
and  is  entirely  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes." 

West  Stafford  Schoolhouse  Well. — "This  water  is  low 
in  mineral  content,  and  is  soft.  The  figures  for  Ammonias, 
Nitrites  and  Oxygen  consumed,  are  a  little  higher  than  we 
would  expect  to  find  them,  but  the  chlorine  and  nitrates  are 
about  normal.  The  color  and  brown  sediment,  are  due  to 
the  presence  of  iron.  If  the  well  is  thoroughly  cleaned  out 
and  the  top  fixed  so  that  waste  water  will  not  drain  back 
into  the  supply,  I  believe  the  water  will  be  entirely  satis- 
factory for  drinking  purposes." 

Now  for  the  Schools  supplied  from  Private  Wells  : 

School  A. — If  the  top  of  the  well  is  made  tight,  so  that 
surface  drainage  and  waste  water  will  not  run  back  into  the 
well,  this  water  should  be  entirely  satisfactory  for  drinking 
purposes. 

School  B. — "This  well  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
out,  and  the  top  of  the  well  arranged  so  that  waste  water 
will  not  run  back  into  well.  If  this  is  done,  the  supply 
should  be  of  very  good  quality,  and  entirely  satisfactory 
for  drinking  purposes." 

School  C. — "This  water  is  of  very  good  quality,  and  is 
entirely  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

School  D. — "This  water  is  receiving  contamination 
from  some  source,  and  is  not  a  fit  supply  for  drinking  pur- 
poses." 

School  E. — "This  water  is  very  likely  not  receiving 
drainage  contamination,  but,  until  the  high  ammonia  con- 
tent is  located,  the  water  cannot  be  classed  as  satisfactory 
for  drinking  purposes." 
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School  F. — "This  water  is  receiving  a  large  amount  of 
sewage  contamination  from  some  source,  and  is  not  a  fit 
supply  for  drinking  purposes." 

School  G. — This  water  is  very  likely  receiving  wash- 
ings from  the  road,  and  cannot  be  considered  a  satisfactory 
supply  for  drinking  purposes." 

School  H. — "This  water  is  receiving  considerable 
drainage  contamination  from  some  source,  and  is  not  a  fit 
supply  for  drinking  purposes." 

Here  it  will  be  seen  that  the  water  supplied  by  all  the 
schoolhouse  wells  is  satisfactory,  or  can  easily  be  made  so  ; 
while  of  the  eight  private  wells,  there  is  but  one  that  is  sat- 
isfactory in  their  present  conditions  ;  nor  have  the  school 
committee  any  authority  to  make  them  so.  The  moral  of 
which  is,  that  every  schoolhouse  should  be  supplied  with 
its  own  drinking  water. 

The  town  expends  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars 
annually  for  the  mental  training  of  its  children,  and  no  one 
will  attempt  to  deny  that  their  physical  well-being  is  of  far 
greater  importance.  Why,  then,  can  it  not  expend  a  few 
hundred  dollars,  once  only,  to  supply  them  with  pure  drink- 
ing water?  This,  and  clean  surroundings,  is  none  too  much 
to  ask. 

In  this  connection  the  writer  wishes  to  commend,  most 
heartily,  the  clean  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  schoolhouse 
privies  in  the  West  Parish,  as  found  in  his  annual  tour  of 
inspection. 
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Town  Committee's  Report. 

The  aims  of  the  present  time  in  our  schools  are  re- 
marked to  have  a  direct  reference  to  material  achieve- 
ments and  acquisitions;  to  succeed  in  amassing  great 
wealth;  to  advance  in  social  status  and  respectability;  to 
realize  the  dreams  and  projects  of  ambition;  to  attain  in 
one  or  another  Avay  to  a  position  of  personal  importance  is 
the  leading  and  marked  tendency  of  the  intelligence  and 
enterprise  of  the  present  time. 

We  construct  a  railroad,  not  with  a  view  to  the  service 
of  men  in  traveling,  but  for  the  idea  of  furnishing  profit- 
able investments  for  industry  and  capital.  The  houses  of 
legislation  are  called  together,  not  to  deliberate  on  the 
needs  of  society,  but  to  defend  and  assert  the  interests  of 
separate  and  contending  classes  of  the  community. 

Education  is  not  a  noble  and  exalted  training  of  the 
gifts  and  faculties  of  youth  to  the  end  that  they  may  be- 
come persons  of  worth  and  intellectual  vigor,  but  is  con- 
fined to  such  discipline  and  courses  of  cultivation  as  are 
thought  to  be  calculated  to  promote  a  secular  prosperity. 
The  whole  end  and  economy  of  our  life  is  affected  with  a 
taint  of  gross  and  acknowledged  selfishness,  and  has  no 
higher  contemplation  than  that  of  a  realized  acquisitive- 
ness, A  material  and  personal  dignity  to  be  the  rich  man 
or  the  brilliant  man,  is  the  end  and  recognized  design  of 
the  activity  displayed  by  every  aspiring  man  of  the  age, 
and  this  is  the  success  that  almost  every  man  pursues  ac- 
cording to  his  ability  and  opportunity. 

It  would  seem  that  devotion  to  materialism  is  a  neces- 
sary stage  in  the  progress  of  humanity.  Before  a  man  can 
attain  to  such  a  position  of  ease  and  freedom  as  is  needed 
for  the  free  and  perfect  manifestation  of  his  character  it 
is  essential  that  his  bodily  requirements  should  be  secured. 


The  basis  of  his  well  being  is  some  domestic  and  social  satis- 
faction, an  actual  and  sufficing  measure  of  means  and  com- 
forts, or  at  the  least  the  possibility  of  living  by  his  humble 
exertions.  Unless  this  can  be  obtained  the  generality  of 
mankind  will  be  the  victim  of  their  own  circumstances; 
whatever  is  manly  and  noble  in  their  natures  will  surely 
degenerate  or  remain  undeveloped  and  unknown  to  the 
possessor,  a  tragical  waste  of  faculty,  and  like  the  gift  of 
sight  to  one  imprisoned  in  perpetual  darkness. 

Hopelessness  hangs  forever  over  the  aims  and  prospects 
of  him  who  cannot  work  out  his  way  to  some  established 
prosperity.  He  must  be  a  man  in  his  own  right  and  have 
at  least  such  a  command  over  his  own  energies  as  to  be 
able  to  realize  such  a  condition  of  being  as  he  can  inwardly 
respect  and  be  contented  with.  The  foundations  of 
men  are  not  in  matter  but  in  spirit.  When  his  powers  are 
trained  for  large  and  universal  objects  instead  of  for  the 
production  of  private  and  selfish  benefit  a  true  success  will 
be  his. 

It  will  seem  strange  to  the  men  who  have  been  portrayed 
here  to  see  John  D.  Washburn  mentioned  as  one  who  has 
been  a  successful  man.  Yet  it  is  so.  Although  he  did  not 
amass  great  wealth  he  gathered  around  himself  a  host  of 
friends.  The  schools  of  Stafford  have  lost  one  of  the  true- 
est  friends,  one  who  was  always  mindful  of  their  welfare, 
constantly  endeavoring  to  improve  them  and  rejoicing 
greatly  over  every  indication  of  such  improvement. 

For  many  years  he  filled  the  offices  connected  with  this- 
board.  Conscientious  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
ready  at  any  time  to  straighten  out  a  tangle  in  any  of  the 
districts,  his  homely  and  quaint  advice  solved  many  a  dif- 
ficulty; and  to  those  who  remember  the  many  causes  of 
dispute  in  the  past  management  of  school  affairs  it  will  be 
allowed  that  a  great  portion  of  the  wisdom  of  Solomon 
was  needed  to  keep  them  in  a  quiescent  state.  And  al- 
though he  served  his  townsmen  in  many  offices  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest  in  their  gift,  he  was  always  proud  of 


the  fact  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  I 
have  a  letter  from  him  in  my  possession  bewailing  the 
possibility  to  attend  the  last  commencement  exercises  of 
the  High  School. 

The  matter  of  the  supervision  of  the  teaching  of  sing- 
ing occupied  a  large  part  of  the  time  of  your  committee, 
and  at  last  they  resorted  to  the  plan  of  laying  the  ques- 
tion before  the  citizens  of  the  town,  feeling  themselves 
somewhat  unqualified  to  decide,  not  one  of  them  possess- 
ing a  knowledge  of  music.  A  meeting  was  called  and  not 
one  of  those  opposed  to  the  plan  of  supervision  appeared 
in  behalf  of  their  opinions.  The  remainder  were  all  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  plan  of  supervision  now  in  use. 

W.  H.  BLACK,  Chairman. 


Visitors'  Report. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Pinney  Grammar  School. 

We  are  slowly  plodding  in  pursuit  of  that  perfection 
that  we  are  endeavoring  to  attain,  by  which  a  certificate 
that  having  passed  an  examination  in  the  studies  pursued 
in  the  9th  grade  of  the  Pinney  School  will  be  the  very 
best  evidence  a  scholar  can  show  of  his  ability  to  take  his 
place  with  credit  to  himself  and  an  understanding  of  the 
ordinary  business  forms  and  practice  so  very  necessary  to 
the  prosecution  of  any  enterprise  at  the  present  day  that 
may  be  entered  upon.  Not  that  we  ever  relax  our  efforts 
to  keep  the  ranks  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  School  full  and 
representative  of  the  Pinney  School,  but  we  find  a  great 
number  that  wish  to  leave  and  enter  employment  fitting 
to  their  years,  and  those  whose  circumstances  debar  them 
from  spending  the  time  required  to  fit  themselves  in  prep- 
aration to  enter  upon  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
life,  and  for  such  as  these  we  endeavor  to  improve  their 
natural  capacities  in  such  degree  as  to  render  them  supe- 
rior to  the  little  obstacles  and  difficulties  that  will  meet 
them  at  every  turn  and  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power  to  make 
them  ready  to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  that 
may  present  itself  for  the  betterment  of  their  condition 
and  enable  them  to  take  high  rank  among  their  fellow 
citizens.  For  this  object  our  teachers  one  and  all  are 
working  with  all  their  might,  and  nothing  can  be  said 
save  in  laudation  of  their  efforts,  and  the  pupils  as  far  as 
can  be  judged  by  their  strict  attendance  upon  school  priv- 
ileges, are  seconding  their  very  good  work. 

W.   H.  BLACK,  Acting  Visitor. 


DISTRICT  No.  2. 

Kindergarten,  Grades  1,  2,  3  and  4. 

There  has  been  much  to  commend  and  very  little  to 
criticise  in  the  schools  in  this  district  during  the  past  year. 

The  teachers  have  labored  with  the  same  admirable 
spirit  and  conscientious  zeal  heretofore  noted,  and  results 
obtained  have  been  very  gratifying.  They  have  appreci- 
ated all  favorable  conditions,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report 
that  they  have  been  interested  in  their  work  and  earnest  in 
their  endeavors  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  and 
the  advancement  of  the  school.  Thej  would,  hewever,  wel- 
come a  keener  manifestation  of  interest  and  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  parents  who  are  strongly  urged  to  more  fre- 
quently visit  the  schools.  The  registration  and  average  at- 
tendance last  year  were  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the 
school,  and  the  present  year  opens  with  even  a  larger  at- 
tendance. 

The  overcrowded  conditions  in  grades  three,  four  and 
five  have  been  overcome  by  adding  an  extra  teacher  who 
has  charge  of  the  fifth  grade,  so  that  now  there  is  but  a 
single  grade  for  each  teacher  up  to  the  sixth.  The  lower 
grades  are  still  somewhat  congested  and  if  the  present  in- 
flux continues  it  will  not  be  long  until  more  room  and  ad- 
ditional teaching  force  will  have  to  be  provided. 

The  new  boilers  which  were  installed  a  year  ago  are 
giving  excellent  satisfaction,  and  the  four-inch  water  pipe 
which  now  carries  water  to  the  building' is  sufficient  to  meet 
all  the  requirements  of  the  school. 

In  addition  to  the  grades  visited  in  this  district,  your 
visitor,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Avery,  has  also  attended  to  the 
schools  assigned  to  Mr.  Avery,  and  the  report  is  submitted 
herewith. 

DISTRICTS  No.  12,  13  and  16. 

The  lowest  salaries  have  always  been  paid  in  the  small 
outlying  schools.  Your  visitor  believes,  however,  that  this 
is  a  mistake,  and  in  justice  to  them  more  should  be  allowed 
these    schools.      It   is  false   economy   to    hire     a   "cheap 


6 

teacher'7  for  any  school.  Teachers  should  be  paid  salaries 
commensurate  with  the  arduous  duties  of  the  profession 
and  should  then  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  their 
work.  The  probabilities  are  that  most  of  the  children  in 
the  country  schools  will  finish  their  education  in  these 
schools.  It  is  no  more  than  just  to  the  parents  who  are 
taxpayers  in  the  small  districts  that  their  children  be  given 
equal  opportunities  with  those  in  the  large  centers. 

We  owe  it  to  give  the  best  possible  advantage  to  our 
pupils,  especially  when  their  school  life  is  to  be  terminated 
at  so  early  an  age. 

DISTRICT  No.  12. 
Miss  Helen  M.  Leonard,  a  beginner,  had  charge  of  the 
school  in  this  district  during  the  fall  term.  She  had  a  few 
refractory  pupils,  and  there  was  some  friction  between 
teacher  and  parents.  Progress  was  therefore  necessarily 
impeded  and  the  teacher  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  term. 
Miss  Ida  E.  Barrus,  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience 
was  secured  to  conduct  the  school  for  the  balance  of  the 
year  and  her  efforts  met  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  success. 

DISTRICT  No.  13. 

The  pupils  in  this  district  are  indeed  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing such  faithful  and  able  instructors  as  Mrs.  Fay  and  Miss 
Towne. 

Both  have  worked  with  a  determination  to  bring  their 
respective  schools  up  to  a  high  standard  and  have  succeed- 
ed admirably  well  They  seem  to  have  the  faculty  of  keep- 
ing the  pupils  interested  in  their  work,  and  the  schools  in 
this  district  to-day  will  compare  favorably  with  any  of  the 
graded  schools  in  town. 

DISTRICT  No.  16. 
There  was  some  difficulty  in  securing  a  teacher  for  this 
school  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  at  the  fabulous  salary 


of  seven  dollars  per  week,  so  school  did  not  open  until 
about  the  middle  of  September.  Miss  Cecelia  E.  Triggs 
of  Springfield  was  finally  induced  to  take  charge  of  the 
school.  In  a  school  with  so  small  a  number  of  pupils  it  is 
difficult  to  arouse  much  enthusiasm,  and  considering  many 
adverse  conditions,  the  teacher  met  with  a  fair  amount  of 
success. 

M.  D.  OCONNELL,  Acting  Visitor. 


The  following  report  as  acting  visitor  for  the  high 
school  and  grammar  grades  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  work  of  the  year  was  somewhat  interrupted  by 
changes  in  the  teaching  force  owing  to  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunfield  which  made  it  necessary  to  secure  a 
new  principal  and  assistant  for  the  high  school.  The  com- 
mittee was  fortunate  in  securing  Mr.  Williams  and  Miss 
Hubbard  to  fill  the  vacancies,  and  notwithstanding  the  bad 
effects  necessarily  attendant  upon  such  important  changes 
in  the  organization  in  the  midst  of  the  year's  labors  both 
teachers  and  scholars  soon  adjusted  themselves  to  the  new 
conditions  and  the  work  was  as  a  whole  remarkably  suc- 
cessful. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  the  committee  was  unable  to  re- 
tain the  services  of  Miss  Willard  although  every  effort  was 
made  to  induce  her  to  return.  If  we  can  secure  and  keep 
teachers  of  Miss  Willard's  ability  the  standard  of  our 
schools  will  be  secure. 

The  recent  inspection  by  a  representative  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education  resulted  in  a  complimentary  report  as 
to  the  condition  of  our  schools.  Special  mention  was  made 
of  the  good  work  being  done  by  our  commercial  department 
under  Miss  Fitton.  During  the  coming  year  some  few 
changes  will  be  made  in  this  course  including  some  atten- 
tion to  penmanship  with  the  result,  we  hope,  of  improving 
the  writing  of  the  graduates. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  Lawler  by  reason  of  ill  health 
was  followed  by  several  changes  in  grades  6   and   7.     Miss 
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Brainard  was  Ad  ally  secured  and  carried  on  the   work   with 
ability. 

The  eighth  and  ninth  grades  under  the  efficient  care  of 
Miss  Kingsbury  have  enjoyed  their  new  quarters  on  the  top 
floor  and  have  plenty  of  room  for  the  present.  The  gram- 
mar school  graduation  was  a  success  and  this  feature  has 
added  interest  in  the  work  and  it  is  believed  some  remain 
longer  than  they  otherwise  would  if  no  diploma  was  given 
at  the  end  of  the  course. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  committee  to  obtain  and  retain  as 
long  as  possible  the  best  teachers  available.  In  this  we 
have  been  only  partially  successful  owing  to  the  great  de- 
mand for  experienced  teachers  of  ability  in  the  larger  places 
where  the  salaries  are  higher  and  the  opportunity  for  ad- 
vancement greater.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  without  ex- 
ception the  teachers  leaving  us  have  gone  to  better  po- 
sitions, and  we  are  in  a  measure  conducting  a  training 
school  for  the  cities.  This  of  course  is  true  in  most  walks 
of  life  and  is  probably  to  be  expected. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  somewhat  contrary  to  the 
usual  custom  nearly  all  of  the  last  year's  teachers  are  re- 
turning and  no  serious  break  is  anticipated  in  the  work  the 
coming  year. 

ROBERT  H.  FISK,  Acting  Visitor. 


Washburn  District,  No.  9. 
This  school  has  been  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Myrtie 
Worthington  for  the  past  year.  The  location  of  this  school 
house  has  made  it  convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
number  of  pupils  living  north  and  west  and  outside  the  old 
district  line,  and  for  a  number  of  years  the  town  has  fur- 
nished transportation  for  these  scholars.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  winter  term  the  committee  thought  best,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  congested  condition,  to  have  these  pupils  carried 
to  Crow  Hill.  This  arrangement  has  worked  so  well  that 
the  same  plan  will  be  carried  out  for  the  present  year. 
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Miss  Worthington  has  had  several  years  experience  in 
this  and  other  schools  of  the  town,  and  is  considered  one  of 
our  best  teachers.  The  past  year  has  certainly  been  a  very 
successful  one  in  this  district. 

Lull  District,  No.  15. 

This  school  furnishes  a  good  illustration  of  the  chang- 
ing conditions  to  which  the  outlying  districts  are  often 
subjected.  At  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term  of  last 
year  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  school  on  account  of  a 
lack  of  pupils,  but  owing  to  the  arrival  of  several  families 
and  the  fact  that  several  children  living  in  the  district  had 
reached  the  school  age  the  school  opened  with  a  member- 
ship of  twelve. 

As  this  school  house  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  town  and 
furnished  with  the  old-fashioned  wooden  benches  and 
desks  the  committee  thought  it  proper  that  this  building- 
should  be  furnished  as  well  as  the  average  school  house  of 
its  size.  By  using  some  of  the  discarded  furniture  and 
equipment  of  the  high  school,  repainting  the  inside,  and 
reclapboarding  part  of  the  outside,  the  building  was  made 
very  comfortable. 

Miss  Bertha  Waterman,  a  graduate  of  our  high  school, 
was  secured  as  teacher,  and  while  this  is  her  first  year  she 
has  certainly  made  a  striking  success. 

Crow  Hill  District,  No.  14. 

Miss  Edith  Brucker  has  been  teacher  of  this  school  for 
the  past  year.  This  district  has  ordinarily  been  classed  as 
one  of  the  small  schools  in  town.  The  addition  of  the 
pupils  that  formerly  attended  the  Orcuttville  district 
made  it  necessary  during  the  past  year  to  add  some  new 
furniture  and  equipment. 

Miss  Brucker  had  the  necessary  qualifications  to  teach 
this  school,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  was  her  first 
experience  as  a  teacher  the  discipline  was  not  at  all  times 
what  it  should  have  been,  partly  due,  however,  to  a  dis- 
turbing element  among  the  pupils.  We  feel  sure  that 
with  a  little  more  experience  she  will  overcome  this  diffi- 
culty. 

BURT  T.  EATON,  Acting  Visitor. 
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DISTRICTS  No.  4,  5,  8  and  10. 

Under  the  guidance  of  teachers  who  had  had  pre- 
vious experience  in  the  schools  of  Stafford,  these  schools 
have  passed  a  prosperous  year. 

Miss  Isadore  Dunham  was  transferred  from  No.  10  to 
No.  4.  Miss  Ellithorpe  remained  in  her  former  position  in 
Staffordville  grammar,  and  Miss  Preston  completed  her 
second  year  in  Staffordville  primary.  Mrs.  May  Clayton 
was  transferred  from  No.  9  to  No.  8. 

Miss  Hatch  who  taught  in  No.  16,  last  year,  took  charge 
of  the  school  in  No.  10.  All  these  teachers  have  worked 
faithfully  and  accomplished  good  results.  Three  from 
Staffordville  grammar  and  one  from  No.  10  have  entered 
the  High  School  this  fall. 

JOHN  A.  FOSTER,  Acting  Visitor. 


Town  School  Committee. 


Term 

expires 

Burt  T.  Eaton, 

- 

it 

1909 

M.  D.  O'Connell,  Secretary,    - 

- 

a 

1909 

W.  H.  Black,  Chairman, 

- 

a 

1910 

John  A.  Foster, 

_ 

a 

1910 

Kobert  H.  FlSK, 

- 

a 

1911 

Myron  P.  Avery,      -        - 

- 

a 

1911 

Names  of  Teachers  Employed. 

Dist. 
No. 


Teacher.  Grade. 

William  T.  Williams,  Principal,  High  School 

Emily  R  Willard,       -  High  School 

Alice  M.  Fitton,          -  High  School 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Dunfield,  -        -        -        High  School 

Carolyn  K.  Hubbard,  -        -        -        High  School 

Blanche  L.  Shippey,  -                 -              1,  2  and  3 

Mildred  MacCallum,  .'-."-                  4  and  5 

Gertrude  C.  Wightman,  -                                   6  and  7 

Mary  E.  Smith,   -        -  -        -        -                  8  and  9 

Edith  G.  Cushman,     -  Kindergarten 
Ethel  Moore,       -----       Kindergarten 

Maud  G.  Booth,          -  -     :  -        -                            1 

Genevieve  M.  Hewett,  -                                      2 

Mary  F.  Leach,           -  3 

Sadie  L.  Comins,         -  4 

Grace  Dottridge,        -  5 
Jennie  M.  Lawlor,  Jennie  Arnold  and 

Florence  A.  Brainard,  -                                   6  and  7 

Mabel  L.  Kingsbury,  -                                   8  and  9 
Isadore  J.  Dunham,    - 
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Dist. 

No. 

5 

5 

6 

8 

10 

12 

13 

13 

14 

15 

16 


2 
12 
14 

16 


Teacher.  Grade. 

Gladys  G.  Preston,     -  Primary  and  Intermediate 

Hattie  L.  Ellithorpe    -  Grammar 

Myrtie  J.  Worthington, 
Mae  Clayton,       - 
Lottie  M.  Hatch  -        -        - 

Helen  M.  Leonard,  Ida  E.  Barrus, 
Florence  Fay,     -        -  Primary  and  Intermediate 

Jennie  Towne,     -----  Grammar 

Edith  B.  Brucker,       - 
Bertha  A.  Waterman, 
Cecelia  E.  Triggs,       - 
Harriet  G.  Werner,     -        -  Supervisor  of  Music 

Changes  for  1909-1910. 
Minnie  Shedd,  -         Assistant  in  High  School 

Mary  E.  Sanders,  -        Assistant  in  Kindergarten 

Hazel  E.  Comins, 
Josephine  E.  Newell,     - 
Helen  M.  Leonard, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

FRANK  L.  SMITH,  M.  D., 

Town  Health  Officer. 


The  time  having  again  arrived  for  an  annual  report, 
the  following  is  respectfully  submitted.  This  report  in- 
cludes the  time  from  the  first  of  September,  1908,  to  the 
thirty  first  of  August,  1909,  inclusive. 

As  would  naturally  be  expected,  the  larger  portion  of 
contagious  disease  occurring  within  the  town  limits  are 
found  in  the  borough,  and  are  not  included   in  this  report. 

Measles  has  prevailed  quite  extensively  in  the  borough, 
while  there  have  been  but  nine  cases  to  report  by  the  Town 
Health  Officer.  None  of  these  have  been  of  a  severe  type, 
and  no  deaths  have  occurred  from  the  disease  or  sequelae 
of  the  same. 

Scarlet  Fever  comes  under  the  same  conditions  as  con- 
cerns its  comparitive  prevalence  in  town  and  borough ,  only 
six  cases  having  been  reported  by  the  writer  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  these  all  occurred  in  his  own  practice. 

Diphtheria  has  not  occurred  in  the  town  during  the  past 
year. 

Membraneous  Croup  also  has  been  absent. 

Whooping  Cough  might  almost  be  regarded  as  an  ever- 
present  disease,  this  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  in- 
difference with  which  it  is  regarded  by  the  great  mass  of 
parents,  hence  no  efforts  are  made  to  prevent  its  spread,  the 
children  affected  by  the  disease  and  those  unaffected  ming- 
ling with  the  utmost  freedom.  The  disease  should  be  most 
rigidly  excluded  from  the  schools,  and  by  this  means  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  prophylaxis  can  be  maintained. 
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Typhoid  Fever — Two  cases  have  occurred,  one  origi- 
nating in  the  borough,  the  patient  was  removed  to  her  home 
in  the  extreme  north-eastern  limits,  and  died  there,  after  a 
comparitively  short  illness.  The  other  case  was  at  Stafford 
Hollow— ran  its  usual  course  and  resulted  in  complete  re- 
covery. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  and  Small  Pox  have  not  occurred. 

Pulmonary  Consumption  still  claims  its  victims,  and  no 
special  efforts  are  being  made  to  prevent  its  spread,  but  the 
public  are  gradually  awaking  to  the  fact  that  sputum  from 
one  affected  with  the  disease  must  be  looked  upon  with 
suspicion,  and  spitting  in  the  steam  and  trolly  cars  is  gen- 
erally forbidden.  If  this  rule  could  be  rigidly  enforced  as 
regards  all  public  places,  including  the  streets,  a  long  step 
would  have  been  taken  in  the  prevention  of  the  disease.  No 
case  of  its  having  occurred  from  the  use  of  tuberculous  milk 
is  known. 

No  excessive  death  rate  from  any  special  cause  has  oc- 
curred during  the  year.  Nuisances  have  been  conspicious 
by  their  absence,  no  complaints  having  been  made  and  no 
cause  for  them  observed.  There  has  been  nothing  out  of 
the  common  run  in  the  way  of  improvement  of  milk,  water 
or  ice  supply,  all  of  which  are  reasonably  well  attended   to. 

Garbage  and  Sewage  disposal  is  carried  on  as  formerly 

The  condition  of  the  schoolhouse  privies  is  gradually 
improving,  the  annual  tour  of  inspection  finding  those  most 
largely  used  in  a  clean  and  dry  condition,  as  regards  the 
vaults,  while  no  fault  has  been  found  at  any  time  with  the 
condition  of  the  interior.  There  have  been  no  special  mat- 
ters of  sanitary  interest  undertaken  during  the  past  year. 
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Report  of  Town  Committee. 

Nothing  of  moment  has  occurred  during  the  past  year. 
The  health  of  the  scholars  has  been  uniformly  good,  and 
their  progress  in  their  studies  has  been  commendable.  The 
very  great  success  that  has  been  achieved  in  the  High 
School  as  certified  by  the  visitor  of  the  state  board  was 
one  of  the  pleasures  of  the  year. 

District  No.  5  is  again  asking  for  better  accommoda- 
tions for  both  teachers  and  scholars.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  school  is  unfit  as  far  as  as  location  and  appoint- 
ments are  concerned,  but  it  is  not  hardly  worth  while  to 
patch  up  the  old  house  again.  I  am  told  that  the  teachers 
refused  to  stay  in  it  during  stormy  weather,  so  insecure  is 
the  foundation  on  which  it  rests.  They  fear  its  collapse 
and  the  burial  of  forty-five  little  children  in  its  ruins. 

W.  H.  BLACK,  Chairman. 


Visitors'  Report. 


DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

Pinney  Grammar  School. 

I  was  put  in  some  perplexity  by  the  illness  of  Miss 
Wightman,  which-  necessitated  her  leaving  the  school 
shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  fall  term.  It  was  in  such 
a  good  condition  that  it  seemed  a  pity  to  substitute  a 
teacher  for  her,  and  moreover  it  has  not  been  our  luck  to 
have  them  conducted  quite  as  well  as  they  were  formerly, 
but  Miss  Smith  of  the  grammar  school  and  Miss  MacCul- 
lam  of  the  intermediate  came  to  our  aid  and  divided  the 
classes,  teaching  them  until  relieved  by  Mr.  Booth,  whom 
we  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure,  and  with  the  knowl- 
edge that  they  were  in  good  hands,  it  no  doubt  contributed 
to  the  happy  recovery  of  Miss  Wightman.  To  Miss  Smith 
and  Miss  MacCallum  is  due  the  thanks  for  taking  up  this 
work  to  which  I  must  add  my  own  thanks  that  Mr.  Booth 
was  successful  in  his  work  and  delivered  the  classes  in  as 
good  condition  as  he  found  them  in  conduct  and  studious- 
ness. 

The  primary  school,  under  the  conduct  of  Miss  Shippy, 
is  doing  well. 

W.  H.  BLACK,  Acting  Visitor. 


District  No.  2. 

Tbe  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  unusual  success 
along  all  lines  of  work,  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  we 
were  able  to  retain  practically  the  entire  corps  of  teachers 
throughout  the  year. 

The  only  resignation  was  that  of  Miss  Werner,  Super- 
visor of  Music,  who  asked  early  in  the  year  to  be  relieved 
on  account  of  having  obtained  a  much  more  lucrative  posi- 
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tion  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  Miss 
Werner  was  a  faithful,  conscientious  worker  and  there  was 
much  regret  at  her  departure.  The  committee  was  very 
fortunate,  however,  in  securing  as  her  successor  Miss  Frieda 
Band.  Miss  Band  took  up  the  work  with  energy  and  de- 
termination, and  accomplished  excellent  results. 

There  are  a  number  of  changes  in  the  teaching  force 
this  year.  Miss  Fitton  and  Miss  Hubbard,  assistants  in 
the  high  school,  resigned  after  being  re-elected,  to  accept 
positions  elsewhere  at  increased  salaries,  and  the  commit- 
tee was  obliged  to  accept  the  resignation  of  Miss  Dottridge 
in  grade  five,  and  of  Miss  Brainard  in  grades  six  and  seven 
for  similar  reasons. 

The  constant  change  in  teachers  works  injury  to  the 
schools,  and  an  effort  should  be  made  to  bring  about  less 
frequent  changes. 

While  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  our  teachers  have 
sufficient  ability  to  warrant  their  being  called  to  the  larger 
centers  where  the  remuneration  is  greater,  the  "  offense  " 
happens  altogether  too  frequently  to  be  wholesome  to  the 
local  schools.  The  committee  has  usually  been  fortunate 
in  securing  competent  teachers,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  in- 
ducing them  to  stay  more  than  a  year  or  two.  If  we  are  to 
retain  the  teachers  long  enough  to  "  get  acquainted,"  better 
salaries  will  have  to  be  paid.  A  system  of  salaries  with  a 
minimum  and  maximum  graded  according  to  term  of  ser- 
vice might  work  to  advantage. 

A  more  definite  plan  or*  outline  course  of  study  has 
long  been  needed  in  the  schools.  There  has  been  a  general 
scheme  of  work  in  the  grades  in  this  district,  but  it  has 
been  sadly  deficient  in  that  it  has  been  altogether  too  in- 
definite, and  the  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  have  had 
no  regular  course  or  outline  to  follow.  This  go  as  you 
please  system  is  detrimental  to  the  schools,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  report  that  this  system  has  been  discarded  and 
an  outline  course  of  study  with  helpful  suggestions  pre- 
pared. It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  copies 
will  be  sent  to  the  various  schools  as  soon  as  they  are  re- 
ceived. 


There  has  been  an  unusually  large  expense  account 
this  year  on  account  of  the  books  which  were  put  in  some 
years  ago  having  become  so  dilapidated  that  they  have  had 
to  be  replaced  with  new  ones.  The  life  of  a  school  book 
in  the  hands  of  pupils  is  from  four  to  five  years,  and  there 
is  a  constant  demand  for  replenishing. 

In  addition  to  visiting  the  schools  in  the  grades  during 
the  past  year,  the  secretary  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the 
regular  acting  visitor  for  the  high  school,  has  given  some 
attention  to  this  department.  The  work  in  the  high  school 
has  been  uniformly  good  throughout  the  year.  It  is  the 
constant  aim  of  the  committee  to  bring  this  school  up  to  a 
high  standard.  Better  results  could  be  obtained  with  an 
additional  teacher,  and  if  the  one  session  plan  is  continued 
it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  an  extra  teacher  will  soon 
have  to  be  employed. 

An  effort  should  be  made  to  induce  more  students  to 
prepare  for  the  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Too  many 
of  them  are  now  drifting  along  without  any  definite  aim  in 
view,  and  some  influence  should  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  school  as  a  whole  which  will  change  this  state  of  affairs. 
Students  should  be  prepared  for  college  here  without  being 
obliged  to  spend  a  year  elsewhere  after  graduation.  The 
community  has  a  right  to  expect  this,  and  the  high  school 
which  fails  in  this  respect  is  not  wholly  fulfilling  its  pur- 
pose. The  committee  has  no  inclination  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  school  that  is  "  almost  good  enough."  It  believes 
that  the  work  should  not  only  be  thorough,  but  complete 
in  each  of  the  four  grades,  and  this  it  will  require  of  the 
faculty  as  it  now  is  or  may  hereafter  be  constituted. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  students  are  taking  the 
commercial  course,  which  shows  that  the  course  is  meeting 
a  popular  demand. 

This  course  has  had  only  two  teachers  since  its  institu- 
tion, Miss  Harwood  and  Miss  Fitton.  Both  were  teachers 
of  superior  ability,  and  the  work  done  in  this  department 
has  elicited  commendation  from  some  of  the  best  educators 
in  the  state.     Miss  Frances  Howe  is  in  charge  of  the  work 
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this  year.     She  has  had  little  experience,  but   comes  well 
recommended,  and  indications  point  to  a  successful  year. 

Graduates  of  the  commercial  department  readily  ob- 
tain positions,  and  many  of  them  are  doing  creditable  work 
in  offices  in  this  and  neighboring  towns. 

District  No.  12. 
Miss  Hazel  Comias,  a  beginner,  had  charge  of  this 
school  during  the  fall  term.  She  was  transferred  to  the 
Stafford  street  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter  term, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  F.  Eunice  Brad  way.  Miss 
Brad  way's  efforts  met  with  success  and  the  close  of  the 
year  showed  satisfactory  results.  She  has  been  hired 
again  this  year  and  is  doing  excellent  work. 

District  No.  13. 

Mrs.  Florence  Fay  and  Miss  Jennie  Towne  were  again 
in  charge  of  the  schools  in  this  district.  The  two  teachers 
had  charge  of  the  entire  nine  grades,  but  the  work  was  so 
well  arranged  there  was  not  the  slightest  sign  of  friction 
and  steady  progress  was  made.  They  have  brought  this 
school  up  to  a  high  standard,  and  it  may  well  be  classed 
among  the  best  schools  in  town.  The  conscientious  zeal 
with  which  both  teachers  performed  their  duties  is  com- 
mendable. 

The  unexpected  death  of  Mrs.  Fay,  after  teaching  one 
week  of  the  present  term,  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire  dis- 
trict, and  the  school  had  to  be  closed  for  a  week.  Miss 
Josephine  E.  Newell,  a  former  teacher,  has  been  transferred 
from  the  Ortuttville  school  to  fill  the  vacancy.  She  has 
taken  up  the  work  with  little  interruption  and  a  successful 
year  is  anticipated. 

District  No.  16. 
The  school   in  this  district  was  taught  by  Miss  Helen 
M.  Leonard.     It  is  one  of  the  small  schools  of  the  town, 
and  it  is  difficult  for  any  teacher  to  arouse  much  enthusi- 
asm in  a  school  where  only  six  or  seven  pupils  are  regis- 
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tered.  Under  adverse  conditions  Miss  Leonard  did  good 
work.  She  was  faithful  in  her  endeavors,  and  results  at 
the  close  of  the  year  were  entirely  satisfactory. 

M.  D.  O'CONNELL,  Acting  Visitor. 


District  No.  15  (Lull). 
This  school  was  taught  the  entire  year  by  Miss  Bertha 
Waterman,  an  excellent  teacher,  who  gave  splendid  satis- 
faction to  both  scholars  and  parents.    She  having  resigned, 
Miss  Edith  Battige  is  teaching  at  present. 

District  No.  14  (Crow  Hill). 
This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  J.  E.  Newell  during 
the  fall  term,  who  later  was  transferred  to  Washburn  No.  6. 
Miss  E.  M.   Cavanaugh  was  secured  to  finish  the  school 
year. 

District  No.  6  (Washburn). 
Tne  fall  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Myrtie 
J.  Worthington,  an  excellent  teacher  and  an  earnest  worker. 
She  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term,  and  Miss  J.  E. 
Newell  was  transferred  from  District  No.  14  to  this  school, 
and  finished  the  school  year  with  much  satisfaction  to  both 
parents  and  pupils.     She  is  engaged  for  the  present  year. 

H.  A.  GLAZIER,  Acting  Visitor. 


Districts  No.  4,  5,  8  and  10. 

Each  one  of  these  schools  has  been  in  charge  of  an 
experienced  teacher. 

Miss  Hazel  Comins  was  transferred  from  No.  12  to 
No.  4. 

Miss  Hattie  L.  Ellithorpe  retained  her  position  in 
Stafford ville  grammar. 

Miss  Isadore  J.  Dunham  was  transferred  from  No.  4  to 
No.  5  primary. 


Miss  May  Clayton  remained  for  her  second  year  at 
No.  8. 

Miss  Lottie  M.  Hatch  completed  her  second  year  in 
No.  10. 

I  believe  that  every  one  of  these  teachers  has  put  her 
best  effort  into  her  school  work,  and  that  that  effort  has 
been  crowned  with  success, 

JOHN  A.  FOSTER,  Acting  Visitor. 


Town  School  Committee, 


W.  H.  Black,  Chairman,     - 

John  A.  Foster, 

Kobert  H.  Fisk, 

Myron  P.  Avery, 

Herbert  A.  Glazier, 

M.  D.  O'Donnell,  Secretary, 


Term  expires 


Names  of  Teachers  Employed. 


1910 
1910 
1911 
1911 
1912 
1912 


Dist. 
No. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 


Teachei. 
William  T.  Williams,  - 

Minnie  L.  Shedd,        - 
Carolyn  K.  Hubbard,  -        - 

Alice  M.  Fitton,  _        . 

Blanche  L.  Shippey, 
Mildred  MacCallum,  : 

Gertrude  C.  Wightman,  Ealph  Booth, 
Mary  E.  Smith,  - 

Edith  G.  Cushman, 
Mary  E.  Sanders,  Mabel  A.  Park,      - 
Maud  G.  Booth,  . 

Genevieve  M.  Hewett, 
Mary  F.  Leach,  - 

Sadie  L.  Comins,  - 
Grace  Dottridge,  - 
Florence  A.  Brainard, 
Mabel  L.  Kingsbury, 
Isadore  Dunham,  Hazel 
Gladys  Preston,  Isadore 


Grade. 
High  School 
High  School 
High  School 
High  School 
1,  2  and  3 
4  and  5 
6  and  7 
8  and  9 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6  and  7 
8  and  9 


E.  Comins, 
Dunham,  Primary 

and  Intermediate 


5  Hattie  L.  Ellithorpe,  -  Grammar 

6  Myrtie  J,  Worthington,  Josephine  E.  Newell, 
8  Mae  Clayton,  - 

10  Lottie  W.  Hatch, 

12  Hazel  E.  Comins,  F.  Eunice  Bradway, 

13  Florence  P.  Fay,         -  Primary  and  Intermediate 

13  Jennie  Towne,  -        -        -  Grammar 

14  Josephine  E.  Newell,  Ethel  Cavanaugh, 

15  Bertha  A.  Waterman, 

16  Helen  M.  Leonard, 

Frieda  Rand,       -  Supervisor  of  Music 

Changes  for  1910-1911. 
Faith  Hamilton  Reed,        -    Assistant  in  High  School 
Frances  Howe,  -        -    Assistant  in  High  School 

2     Frances  McCarthy,  -   Assistant  in  Kindergarten 

2     Pearle  N.  Sadd,  -        -  -        Grade  5 

2     Ella  C.  Conner,  -  -        -     Grades  6  and  7 

4     Mae  Clayton, 
6     Josephine  A.  Bachman, 
8     Linola  Avery, 

13  Josephine  E.  Newell,  -        -        Primary 

14  Mary  E.  Foley, 

15  Edith  Battige,    - 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

FRANK  L.  SMITH,  M.  D., 

Town  Health  Officer. 


The  following  report  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  is 
hereby  respectfully  submitted  : 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  general  healthf ulness, 
contagious  diseases  have  occurred,  and  in  some  instances 
proved  fatal,  either  directly  from  the  disease  itself,  or  its 
sequelae. 

There  have  been  more  than  the  usual  number  of  calls 
from  school  teachers  for  the  investigation  of  cases  that 
seemed  of  a  suspicious  nature  as  to  their  contagiousness, 
but  happily  in  none  of  these  cases  has  there  been  found 
any  contagious  disease. 

In  two  instances  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  fumigate 
the  school  houses,  as  children  had  attended  school  from  a 
family  where  diphtheria  occurred,  if  indeed  the  child  itself 
was  not  affected  while  at  school.  In  another  case  a  child 
was  taken  down  with  scarlet  fever,  who  the  previous  day 
was  attending  school.  In  neither  of  these  was  there  any 
further  spread  of  the  disease,  due  undoubtedly  to  the  pre- 
cautions above  mentioned. 

A  most  careful  and  searching  investigation  failed  to 
discover  the  origin  of  the  various  cases  of  scarlet  fever  that 
have  occurred.  These  having  been  of  a  sporadic  character, 
occurring  in  widely  distant  localities  from  one  another. 

The  contagious  germ  of  this  disease  is  of  long  life  and 
difficult  to  destroy,  and  if  no  means  are  taken  for  its  des- 
truction, it  remains  active  for  years,  in  clothing  worn  by 
patients  during  an  attack  or  while  convalescing  from  the 
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same.  A  case  is  on  record  where  clothing  worn  by  one  as 
above  mentioned,  was  afterwards  packed  away  in  an  attic, 
and  fifteen  years  later  was  taken  out  and  donated  toward  a 
barrel  of  clothing,  was  sent  away  to  Iowa,  worn  by  chil- 
dren there,  who  contracted  scarlet  fever,  three  in  one  fam- 
ily dying  from  the  disease. 

This  instance  is  cited  to  illustrate  the  importance  of 
burniDg  all  such  clothing  of  patients  ill  with  disease,  as 
cannot  be  thoroughly  boiled.  Boiling  for  two  hours  will 
kill  any  germ,  and  render  any  fabric  safe  for  future  use. 

There  have  been  five  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  two  at 
Staffordville,  two  at  West  Stafford,  and  one  at  Orcuttville ; 
the  latter  occurred  in  a  young  man  who  had  recently  re- 
turned from  a  visit  in  Providence,  hence  the  assumption 
that  he  contracted  the  disease  while  there. 

Twelve  cases  of  measles  have  been  reported,  of  which 
the  origin  was  not  difficult  to  trace.  In  two  instances,  one 
in  the  month  of  September  and  one  in  March,  the  patients, 
or  their  elders,  whose  children  were  the  affected  ones,  knew 
of  their  having  been  exposed  to  the  disease  in  Boston  ;  re- 
turning home  they  came  down  with  it,  others  contracted  it 
from  them,  and  so  the  disease  was  spread  about,  but  fortu- 
nately no  general  epidemic  occurred. 

Diphtheria  has  been  reported  in  five  cases.  Of  these 
one  proved  fatal  during  convalescence  from  the  disease  it- 
self— the  patient,  an  adult,  dying  suddenly  from  paralysis 
of  the  heart,  a  not  uncommon  sequelae  of  diphtheria.  A 
boy  in  the  same  family  had  a  very  serious  attack  of  Bright's 
disease,  following  his  illness  from  diphtheria,  but  happily 
made  a  perfect  recovery.  The  origin  of  these  cases  was 
traced  to  a  visitor  from  Springfield  who  had  a  "sore 
throat,"  was  not  seen  by  a  physician,  and  slept  with  the 
child  who  was  first  taken  down  with  the  disease.  Another 
case  came  home  from  Springfield  with  a  "  sore  throat," 
which  on  examination  proved  to  be  diphtheria.  In  the 
other  case  the  origin  could  not  be  traced. 

Whooping  cough  has  prevailed  as  usual.  38  cases  hav- 
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ing  been  reported,  and  probably  double  that  number  have 
occurred. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  nuisances  the  past 
year,  nor  have  any  cases  come  directly  to  the  notice  of  the 
writer. 

The  milk  supply  is  nearly  the  same  as  in  former  years. 
The  State  Board  of  Health  is  undertaking  a  general  exam- 
ination of  the  milk  supply  throughout  the  state,  and  this 
town  will  be  included.  These  examinations  being  made 
here  during  the  month  of  September,  but  the  result  will 
not  be  known  in  time  to  be  embodied  in  this  report. 

The  ice  supply  remains  the  same  as  in  past  years,  and 
the  source  of  the  same  could  hardly  be  improved  upon. 
Tuberculosis  still  claims  its  victims,  but  the  disease  is 
slowly  but  surely  being  brought  under  control,  and  with 
the  help  of  the  general  public,  and  of  families  where  the 
disease  is  known  to  exist,  perhaps  the  time  is  not  so  very 
far  distant  when  the  "Great  White  Plague"  will  lose  its 
terrors. 


GENEALOGY 
974 . 60S 
ST21 
1907-191E 


qjin  ruxrijxriJTrin  ruTJinruTJTJi  itj^^ 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 
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1911  : 

Lewis  McLaughlin,  Printer, 

Stafford  Springs,  Conn. 
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Town  Committee's  Report. 

The  following  report  of  the  Town  School  Committee 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

(a)  Oversight  of  the  school  property. 

The  committee  is  pleased  to  report  all  school  buildings 
and  grounds  to  be  in  excellent  condition.  The  high  school 
building  has  been  painted,  the  retaining  walls  around  the 
lawn  relaid  and  the  building  generally  renovated  and  put 
in  good  condition.  New  metal  ceilings  have  been  put  in 
at  Stafford  Hollow  and  other  necessary  minor  repairs 
made.  The  school  building  at  Staff ordville  has  been  given 
much  needed  attention,  and  among  other  improvements 
new  floors  have  been  laid,  the  interior  painted,  and  many 
little  changes  made  to  make  the  place  more  comfortable. 
The  school  houses  in  the  outlying  districts  have  never 
been  in  better  condition  than  at  present  and  everything 
within  reason  has  been  done  for  the  comfort  and  conven- 
ience of .  teachers  and  scholars. 

The  congested  condition  at  one  time  existing  at  the 
Springs  has  been  somewhat  relieved  by.  the  depletion  in 
population  caused  by  the  removal  of  many  families  lately 
employed  in  the  mills  that  have  burned,  but  strange  to 
say  grades  6  and  7  are;  over-crowded  and  the  committee 
must  soon  devise  means  to  remedy  the  matter. 

(b)  Purchase  of  supplies 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  text  books  during  the 
past  year  and  only  what  have  been  needed  to  replace 
worn  volumes  have  been  purchased.  It  has  been  neces- 
sary to  purchase  about  the  usual  amount  of  sundry  sup- 
plies. 

(c)  Selection  of  teachers. 

The  hiring  of  teachers  is  perhaps  the  most  import- 
ant duty  of  the  committee,  for  upon  their  selection  de- 
pends in  a  large  measure  the  success  of  the  school.  We 
have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 


2 

of  excellent  teachers  and  with  very  few  exceptions  their 
work  has  been  of  a  high  order.  The  greatest  difficulty  we 
have  encountered  has  been  to  retain  them  for  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  really  get  into  the  work  and  get  the  best 
results. 

The  committee  has  felt  justified  in  granting  an  in- 
crease of  pay  in  a  number  of  cases  to  retain  the  services 
of  teachers  we  believe  are  needed  to  keep  up  the  standard 
of  the  schools.  We  believe  much  harm  has  been  done  in 
the  past  by  the  continual  changing  of  teachers  and  it 
should  be  the  policy  of  the  town  to  keep  intact  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  teaching  force  if  the  best  results  are  to  be 
obtained.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  for  the  first  time  in 
some  years  we  are  starting  a  new  year  with  practically  the 
same  teachers  as  last  year. 

(d)  Supervision  of  school  work. 

The  town  of  Stafford  has  not  as  yet  decided  to  place 
the  supervision  of  schools  in  the  hands  of  a  superintend- 
ent and  whatever  oversight  they  have,  other  than  that 
given  by  the  teachers,  is  by  the  school  committee  through 
the  acting  visitors  who  are  members  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  do  this  work. 

On  general  principles  supervision  by  superintendent 
trained  for  the  work  would  seem  to  be  the  better  policy 
for  it  is  self-evident  the  average  professional  or  business 
man,  even  though  he  posses  the  necessary  qualifications, 
cannot  give  the  required  time  to  the  work,  however,  we 
have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  having  members  on 
the  committee  more  than  ordinarily  well  qualified  who  have 
given  much  time  and  attention  to  their  duties  as  acting 
visitors. 

The  committee  feel  justified  in  reporting  the  general 
condition  of  the  schools  to  be  excellent.  The  report  of 
the  visitor  for  the  state  board  of  education  was  compli- 
mentary as  well  as  suggestive  and  the  committee  have 
made  plans  to  carry  out  some  of  the  suggestions  made  by 
him  with  the  hope  that  our  schools  may  be  brought  to  the 
standard  of  the  best  schools  in  the  state  and  a  credit  to 
the  town.  ROBERT  H.  FISK,  Chairman. 


District  No.  2. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  schools  in  this  district  is  hereby  respect- 
fully submitted. 

The  high  standard  of  efficiency  heretofore  noted  has, 
for  the  most  part,  been  characteristic  of  the  schools  in 
this  district  during  the  past  year. 

The  year  opened  with  two  new  teachers,  Miss  Sadd  in 
grade  five  and  Miss  Connor  in  grades  six  and  seven.  The 
efforts  of  Miss  Sadd  met  with  a  moderate  degree  of  suc- 
cess and  she  did  not  return  for  the  present  year.  She  is 
succeeded  by  Miss  Ethel  I.  Rich,  a  normal  school  gradu- 
ate, who  has  taken  up  the  work  writh  energy  and  determi- 
nation, and  present  indications  point  to  a  successful  year. 

Miss  Connor,  who  had  charge  of  grades  six  and  seven, 
proved  to  be  an  earnest,  conscientious  worker,  and  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  she  had  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  difficult  schools  in  town,  results  at  the  close  of  the 
year  were  very  gratifying.  The  school  is  fortunate  that 
she  has  returned  for  another  year.  There  are  60  pupils 
registered  in  these  two  grades,  and  it  requires  a  teacher 
of  superior  ability  to  successfully  carry  on  the  work.  It 
is,  however,  unwise  and  unfair  to  make  any  teacher  per- 
form such  strenuous  duties.  These  two  grades  should  be 
divided  and  an  additional  teacher  employed. 

The  work  in  the  kindergarten  department  has  been 
somewhat  hampered  by  the  illness  of  the  teachers.  Miss 
Frances  McCarthy,  the  assistant,  was  obliged  to  leave 
early  in  the  year  on  account  of  illness,  and  a  similar  rea- 
son necessitated  the  absence  of  Miss  Cushman  for  several 
weeks  during  the  winter  term.  The  school  was  conducted 
by  Miss  Ethel  Moore,  assisted  by  Miss  Mabel  Meyers,  un- 
til the  return  of  Miss  Cushman  at  the  beginning  of  the 
spring  term. 

The  wTork  of  the  other  grades  in  the  district  has  been 
uniformly  good  throughout  the  year.  Those  in  charge 
were  all  teachers  of  experience  and  they  performed  their 
duties  faithfully  and  well. 


They  have  appreciated  all  favorable  conditions,  and 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  they  have  been  interested 
in  their  work  and  earnest  in  their  endeavors  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  pupils  and  the  advancement  of  the 
school. 

High  School. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  unusual  success 
along  all  lines  of  work  in  the  high  school.  The  admirable 
working  spirit  and  conscientious  zeal  with  which  the 
teachers  have  performed  their  duties  is  especially  com- 
mendable. 

There  was  only  one  change  in  the  teaching  force  dur- 
ing the  entire  year.  Miss  Howe,  who  had  charge  of  the 
commercial  department,  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  fall 
term  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Mary  A.  O'Bryan,  who 
took  up  the  work  with  little  interruption,  and  present  in- 
dications are  that  the  choice  was  a  wise  one. 

It  is  the  constant  aim  of  the  committee  to  increase 
the  usefulness  of  this  school  as  well  as  to  bring  it  up  to  a 
high  standard,  and  in  this  we  have  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  the  principal  and  assistants. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education  an  additional  teacher  is  employed 
this  year,  and  each  of  the  four  courses  will  be  more  thor- 
ough and  complete  in  consequence. 

Pupils  should  now  be  fitted  for  college  here  without 
being  obliged  to  spend  a  year  elsewhere  after  graduation, 
and  hereafter  we  hope  to  see  more  of  them  entering  the 
higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  commercial  course  continues  to  be  the  most  pop- 
ular, and  is  particularly  adapted  to  those  who  are  obliged 
to  finish  their  school  work  here.  Graduates  of  this  de- 
partment easily  find  positions,  and  wherever  they  are 
empl°ye(l  we  receive  excellent  reports  of  their  work. 

All  of  last  year's  teachers  have  returned,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  an  additional  teacher  will  add  strength  to 
the  faculty. 


Miss  Sweet,  the  latest  acquisition,  comes  well  quali- 
fied, and  her  work  thus  far  bespeaks  success. 

The  recent  complimentary  report  of  the  inspector  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education  confirms  us  in  the  belief 
that  the  high  school  is  in  better  condition  to-day  than  at 
any  other  time  since  its  institution. 

It  is  doing  a  splendid  work  in  the  community,  and  it 
seems  a  pity  that  more  of  our  boys  and  girls  do  not  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high  school  ed- 
ucation, which  will  help  them  to  become  better  citizens 
and  make  them  better  prepared  to  meet  the  stern  reali- 
ties of  life. 

District  No.  12. 
Miss  F.  Eunice  Bradway  was  again  in  charge  of  the 
school  in  this  district.  She  easily  gained  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  her  pupils  and  labored  zealously  for  those 
under  her  charge.  She  had  the  happy  faculty  of  keeping 
her  pupils  interested  in  their  work,  and  as  a  result  steady 
progress  was  made  throughout  the  year. 

Disxrict  No.  13,  (West  Stafford). 

The  primary  department  of  this  school  suffered  a 
great  loss  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Florence  P.  Fay,  which  oc- 
curred one  week  after  the  opening  of  school.  She  was  a 
teacher  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  her  influence 
will  have  a  lasting  effect  upon  those  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  have  been  her  pupils.  The  school  was  closed 
for  a  week  in  consequence  of  her  death.  Miss  Josephine 
E.  Newell,  a  former  teacher,  was  then  transferred  from 
Orcuttville  to  fill  the  vacancy.  She  has  had  several  years 
experience  and  has  obtained  excellent  results. 

Miss  Jennie  Towne  was  again  in  charge  of  the  gram- 
mar school.  She  is  an  indefatigable  worker  and  the 
standing  of  the  school  has  gradually  improved  under  her 
guidance.  At  the  close  of  the  year  one  of  her  pupils 
passed  the  entrance  examinations  for  the  high  school. 
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District  No.  16. 
The  good  work  of  Miss  Leonard  in  this  district  war- 
ranted the  committee  in  hiring  her  for  another  year.  She 
resigned,  however,  before  the  opening  of  school  to  accept 
a  school  elsewhere  at  a  considerable  increase  in  salary. 
This  is  one  of  the  smallest  schools  in  town  and  enthusiasm 
is  not  easily  aroused.  Miss  Leonard's  work  was  thorough, 
and  marked  progress  was  made  throughout  the  year.  She 
is  succeeded  by  Miss  Edith  M.  Nichols,  a  teacher  with 
little  experience,  but  who  is  well  qualified,  and  we  look 
forward  to  a  successful  year. 

M.  D.  O'CONNELL,  Acting  Visitor. 


Districts  No.  1,  4,  5,  8  and  10. 

During  the  past  year  the  schools  in  these  districts 
have  all  been  maintained  the  full  term  required  by  law. 
The  teachers  employed  in  these  schools  all  retained  their 
positions  throughout  the  year.  Of  the  entire  ten  employed, 
we  may  say  that  they  were  faithful,  painstaking  and  suc- 
cessful, and  that  the  character  of  their  work  was  excellent 
and  highly  commendable. 

District  No.  1  (Pinney  Grammar  School). 

Iq  this  school  the  primary  department  was  in  charge 
of  Miss  Blauche  Shippey.  The  work  in  this  department, 
though  by  no  means  satisfactory  because  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  pupils,  which,  in  reality,  necessitated  the  amount 
and  char  tcter  of  the  work  of  four  grades,  was,  after  all, 
highly  commendable.  Miss  Shippey  is  to  be  congratulated 
for  what  slm  accomplished  under  most  unfavorable  condi- 
tions.    We  hope  to  better  these  conditions  another  year. 

Miss  Mildred  MacCallum,  teacher  of  the  second  pri- 
mary department,  fully  maintained  her  reputation  as  a 
teacher  of  great  merit. 

Miss  Gertrude  Wightman,  like  Miss  MacCallum,  is  a 
teacher  well  known  to  the  patrons  of  this  school.     For  sev- 


eral  years  past  she  has  been  a  faithful,  painstaking  leader 
of  the  youth  of  the  intermediate  department. 

The  grammar  school,  proper  has  been  in  the  care  of 
Miss  Mary  E.  Smith.  Miss  Smith  is  a  teacher  of  the  high- 
est merit,  and  her  work  is  of  the  most  praiseworthy  kind. 

So,  of  the  entire  school  we  may  say,  "Good,"  but  we 
hope  for  better  things  yet. 

District  No.  4,  (Stafford  Street). 
At  Stafford  Street  Mrs.  May  Clayton  was   the  guiding 
hand,  and  she  did  the  guiding  well.     She  has  had  much  ex- 
perience as  a  teacher,  and  her   experience   was  manifest  in 
her  work  there. 

District  No.  5,  (Staffordyille) 

For  some  years  past  only  two  departments  have-  been 
maintained  in  this  district.  But  the  increased  number  of 
pupils  put  it  beyond  the  ability  of  two  teachers  to  do  the 
work  satisfactorily.  Early  in  the  year,  therefore,  Miss  Ruth 
Dunham  was  engaged  to  act  as  assistant  to  her  sister,  Miss 
Isadore  Dunham,  who  was  first  engaged  as  teacher  of  the 
lower  department.  The  assistant  plan  worked  fairly  well, 
but  it  was  deemed  best  for  the  good  of  the  school  to  in- 
stall a  uew  department.  This  was  finally  done.  Another 
room  was  fitted  up ;  the  pupils  were  divided  according  to 
ability  and  the  new  grade  given  in  charge  of  Miss  Isadore 
Dunham.  Miss  Ruth  Dunham  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
primary  department,  or  lower  room. 

This  plan  worked  admirably.  Miss  Ruth  Dunham, 
though  an  inexperienced  teacher,  proved  herself  to  be  quite 
a  veteran  in  ability.     The  school  prospered  under  her  care. 

The  new  arrangement  left  Miss  Isadore  Dunham  of  the 
intermediate  department  with  fewer  pupils,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  apply  her  admirable  teaching  qualities  to  bet- 
ter advantage.  The  result  was  that  of  most  excellent  work 
all  around. 

Miss  Hattie  Ellithorpe  had  the  higher  department 
which  she  has   conducted  successfully    for  several  years. 
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Time  seems  not  to  have  abated  her  interest  in  teaching. 
She  proved  herself  as  fully  worthy  of  what  has  long  been 
said  of  her,  "She  is  a  good  teacher." 

A  number  of  new  aud  excellent  books  have  been  added 
to  the  school  library  there — Miss  Ellithorpe  having  taken 
advantage  of  the  State  aid  that  can  be  secured  by  a  little 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  of  our  public  schools. 

district  No.  8,  (Rockwell  Hill.) 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Llynola  Avery.  This 
was  Miss  Avery's  first  experience  as  a  teacher.  But  had 
she  had  years  of  it,  the  result  could  hardly  have  been  more 
commendable. 

District  No.  10,  (Leonard.) 

Of  the  work  of  Miss  Lottie  Hatch,  who  has  been  the 
teacher  in  the  Leonard  district,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  it 
has  been  very  satisfactory  ;  so  much  so  that  she  has  been 
eu  gaged  there  for  another  year. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  while  our  schools  are 
not  all  that  we  would  have  them  be,  nor  all  that  we  hope  to 
make  them,  yet  we  may  well  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
success  attained. 

Good  schools  cannot  be  sustained  except  by  a  hearty 
co-operation  of  all  parties  iuterested.  If  the  patrons  of 
the  schools  would  cease  to  think  of  their  children  as  "little 
augels."  aud  think  of  them  as  they  really  are,  boys  and 
girls,  full  of  life  aud  fun,  eager  euough  to  learn,  but  not  al- 
ways eager  for  the  kind  of  knowledge  the  school-room  af- 
fords— and  now  and  then  try  their  own  powers  of  teaching 
upon  the  mental  make  up  of  their  children,  the  result  might 
lead  to  a  wider  sympathy  with  the  teachers,  and  a  more 
kindly  criticism  of  the  results  of  their  labors. 

The  mental,  physical,  and  spiritual  qualities  of  child- 
ren are  not  all  run  iu  the  same  mould,  nor  are  their  habits, 
inclinations  and  tastes  the  same.  It  is  difficult,  therefore, 
for  the  wisest  aud  best  of  teachers  to  turu  out  of   the  same 
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room  pupils  all  made  after  a  single  pattern.  The  same 
quality  of  pin  can  not  well  be  made  out  of  a  popple  as  can 
be  cut  from  a  piece  of  white  oak  wood. 

Parents,  consider  the   capacities   of   your   children   as 
well  as  the  qualities  of  your  teachers. 

I.  P.  BOOTH,  Acting  School  Visitor. 


District  No.  6,  (Washburn). 

This  school  began  the  year  with  Miss  J.  E.  Newell  as 
teacher,  who  resigned  to  take  the  Primary  school  in  West 
Stafford  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Florence  Fay. 

Miss  J.  A.  Bachmann  was  next  secured  as  teacher,  but 
after  teaching  seven  days  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever 
which  necessitated  the  getting  of  another  teacher  for  the 
term.  Miss  M.  J.  Lamb  was  secured.  Miss  Bachmann  re- 
turned Jan.  1st  and  finished  the  school  year  very  accep- 
tably. Miss  Bachmann  was  engaged  to  return  for  the  en- 
suing year,  but  resigned  just  before  the  school  opened  and 
sent  as  a  substitute,  Miss  Dorothy  Day,  who  after  teaching 
a  short  time  resigned.  Miss  F.  Eunice  Bradway  is  teaching 
at  present.  This  school  has  not  made  as  good  progress 
owing  to  the  many  changes  in  the  teaching  force. 

District  No.  14,  (Crow  Hill). 
This  school  was  taught  the  entire  year  by  Miss  Mae 
J.  Foley,  a  teacher  of  experience  and  good  discipline.  Con- 
sidering the  character  of  the  school  it  was  very  successful. 
Miss  Edna  J.  Fletcher,  a  graduate  of  the  local  High  School, 
is  the  present  teacher. 

District  No.  15,  (Lull), 
The  school  in  this  district  for  the  past   year   has   been 
under  the   care   of   Miss  Edith  L.   Battige,    an    excellent 
teacher.     The  school  has  made  excellent  progress, 

H.  A.  GLAZIEK,  Acting  Visitor. 


Town  School  Committee. 


Robert  H.  Fisk,  Chairman, 

Term  expires 

1911 

Myron  P.  Ayery, 

u             it 

1911 

Herbert  A.  Glazier, 

u             it 

1912 

M.  D.  O'Connell,  Secretary, 

a            it 

1912 

Rey.  I.  P.  Booth, 

a            a 

1913 

William  S.  Walbridge, 

a            it 

1913 

Dist. 
No. 


Names  of  Teachers  Employed. 


Teacher. 
William  T.  Williams, 
Minnie  L.  Shedd, 
Faith  B.  Reed, 
Frances  Howe, 
Mary  A.  O'Bryan, 
Blanche  L.  Shippey, 
Mildred  MacCallum, 
Gertiude  C.  Wightman, 
Mary  E.  Smith, 
Edith  G.  Cushman, 
Frances  McCarthy,  Ethel  Moore, 
Maud  G.  Booth, 
Genevieve  M.  Hewett, 
Mary  F.  Leach, 
Sadie  L.  Comins, 
Pearle  N.  Sadd, 
Ella  C.  Connor, 
Mabel  L.  Kingsbury, 
Mae  Clayton. 
Ruth  N.  Dunham,  Isadore  Dunham,  Hattie  L 

Ellithorpe. 
J.  Alice  Bachmann,  Marion  J.  Lamb. 
Lynola  Avery. 


Grade. 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

1,  2  and  3 

4  and  5 

6  and  7 

8  and  9 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6  and  7 

8  and  9 
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10  Lottie  W.  Hatch. 

12  F.  Eunice  Brad  way. 

13  Josephine  Newell,  Jenuie  Town,  Florence  P.  Fay. 
U  Mary  E.  Folev. 

15  Edith  B.  Battle, 

16  Helen  M.  Leonard. 

Frieda  Rand,         .         .         .  Supervisor  of  Music 

Changes  for  1911-1912. 
Sara  Sweet.         .         .         .     Assistant  in  High  School 

2     Ethel  I.  Rich, 5 

6     F.  Eunice  Bradway. 
8     Nettie  J.  Brown. 
12     Mary  E.  Foley. 

14  Edna  Fletcher. 
16    Edith  M.  Nichols. 
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ANNUAL    REPORT   OF 

F.    L.   SMITH,   M.   D., 

Town  Health  Officer. 


The  time  has  arrived  for  the  Town  Health  Officers  to 
make  their  annual  report  to  the  town,  the  State  Board  of 
Health  and  the  County  Health  Officer.  This  the  statutes 
require  doing  the  first  of  September.  In  accordance  there- 
with the  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  general  good  health  so  far  as 
the  occurrence  of  contagious  disease  is  concerned,  but  not- 
withstanding this  fact  the  death  list  comes  up  to  about  the 
usual  rate.  There  have  been  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever, 
one  of  these  being  contracted  by  the  patient  before  coming 
to  Stafford.  Although  the  disease  was  in  a  latent  stage  on 
her  arrival  here,  the  attack  was  quite  severe  and  of  long 
duration,  but  resulted  in  recovery.  The  case  was  located 
in  West  Stafford  and  occurred  in  the  month  of  October. 
The  other  case  was  in  Stafford ville,  and  October  was  the 
month  in  this  case  also.  This  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  care- 
ful investigation  failed  to  discover  the  cause.  The  former 
case  occurred  in  the  person  of  the  school  teacher  in  the  Or- 
cuttville  school,  and  it  was  deemed  best  to  thoroughly  fu- 
migate and  disinfect  the  schoolhouse  and  outbuildings. 

Measles. — But  four  cases  of  this  disease  have  oc- 
curred, one  at  Kockwell  Hill  in  October  and  three  at  Staf- 
ford Hollow  in  March  and  April,  none  of  them  being  of  a 
severe  type. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  has  been  but  one  case  of  this 
disease,  it  occurring  on  Stafford  Street  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  was  of  a  very  mild  type,  although  the  resulting 
stage  of  desquamation,  or  "peeling,"  required  a  long  period 
of  quarantine. 
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No  diphtheria  or  other  contagious  disease  has  oc- 
curred, although  this  statement  does  not  include  tubercu- 
losis, which  is  now  regarded  as  "contagious  and  communi- 
cable. *'  and  so  declared  by  the  state  legislature  in  their  en- 
actment on  the  subject  during  the  last  session.  More  and 
more  attention  is  constantly  being  given  to  the  suppression 
of  this  disease,  as  well  as  to- its  prevention,  prophylaxis  be- 
ing the  all  important  phase  of  the  subject. 

The  matter  of  the  public  milk  supply  has  been  syste- 
matically taken  up  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  sam- 
ples have  been  procured  and  forwarded  to  the  state  labora- 
tories for  analysis  at  three  different  times  during  the  past 
year  frorn  this  town,  and  from  each  came  back  the  report  of 
"good  milk/' 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  public  to  know  of  what 
this  analysis  consists.  First,  the  number  of  bacteria  is 
found,  under  10,000  of  which  per  cubic  centimetre  indicates 
very  good  milk  ;  uuder  50,000  ditto  indicates  good  milk  ; 
over  100,000  unsatisfactory  milk,  and  over  500,000  bad  milk- 
The  samples  from  this  town  ran  from  12,000  to  30,000,  de. 
depending  upon  the  time  of  the  year.  The  fat  content  is 
then  found,  a  less  amount  than  3.25  per  cent,  being  illegal. 
Our  samples  ran  from  5.  to  6.2  per  cent.  A  refractometer 
reading  comes  next,  one  below  36.  indicating  watering. 
Our  samples  ran  38.5.  Then  comes  visible  dirt,  and  of  this 
the  leport  was  "slight."  From  the  above  the  Stafford  pub- 
lic may  rest  content  with  their  milk  supply. 

The  school  buildings  have  received  their  annual  in- 
spection, and  the  resulting  clean-up  has  occurred.  The 
water  and  ice  supply  remains  the  same  as  in  previous  re- 
ports, those  of  a  public  nature  of  the  former  being  good, 
the  private  supply  being  mostly  from  wells,  which,  although 
a  necessity,  are  at  the  same  time  a  most  fruitful  source  of 
disease. 
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Report  of  School  Committee 


During  the  past  year  there  have  been  no  marked 
changes  in  the  administrative  policy  of  the  schools.  One 
of  our  greatest  needs  is  some  means  by  which  we  can  make 
the  teaching  corps  fairly  permanent. 

Of  the  teachers  who  formed  the  high  school  corps  sev- 
eral years  ago,  none  are  now  teaching  in  the  school.  In 
some  of  the  grades,  and  especially  in  the  ungraded  schools 
of  the  outlying  districts,  the  teachers  have  changed  several 
times.  It  requires  no  deep  insight  to  see  that  frequent 
changes  in  the  teaching  corps  are  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
highest  efficiency. 

It  is  now  the  settled  policy  of  the  committee  to  elect 
as  teachers  residents  of  this  town  whenever  their  qualifica- 
tions warrant  so  doing,  not  only  because  the  commitee  be- 
lieve in  employing  home  talent,  but  for  the  further  reason 
that  permanent  residents  are  more  inclined  to  remain  in 
the  service. 

As  a  result  of  this  system  the  town  now  has  employed 
many  teachers  of  experience  and  ability  who  will  no  doubt 
remain  permanently,  many  of  whom  started  in  the  smaller 
schools  and  have  been  advanced  from  time  to  time  as  the 
opportunity  presented  itself. 

We  regret  to  report  the  removal  of  William  T.  Wil- 
liams, principal  of  the  high  school,  and  two  of  the  assist- 
ants, Miss  Shedd  and  Miss  Reed.  We  were  fortunate  in 
retaining  their  services  during  the  past  year,  and  their  de- 
parture will  be  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  were  familiar 
with  their  excellent  work.  The  committee  elected  as  Mr. 
Williams'  successor  James  R.  Tucker.  M.  A.,  an  educator  of 
long  experience  in  several  of  the  best  schools  in  the  state, 
and  have  elected  Miss  Stone  and  Miss  Ballantine  to  fill  the 
other  vacancies. 
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Miss  Frieda  Rand,  teacher  of  music,  a  teacher  of  un- 
usual ability  and  popular  with  all  who  came  in  contact 
with  her,  resigned  during  the  year  and  was  succeeded  by 
Miss  Lulu  Ide,  who  has  successfully  continued  the  work. 

The  removal  of  Miss  Kingsbury,  who  for  many  years 
has  taught  the  grammar  grades  in  district  No.  2,  is  a  real 
loss  to  the  schools.  Miss  Kingsbury  was  a  conscientious 
teacher,  and  will  long  be  remembored  by  the  many  who 
have  prepared  for  the  high  school  under  her  instruction. 
She  is  succeeded  by  Miss  Smith,  transferred  from  district 
No.  1. 

The  increase  of  school  children  continues,  and  they 
must  be  cared  for.  In  the  near  future  suitable  habitation 
must  be  provided  for  them  in  district  No.  2,  as  the  building 
is  fully  occupied.  This,  no  doubt,  will  be  accomplished  by 
an  addition  to  the  present  building,  although  the  ideal  way 
is  to  remove  the  high  school  to  separate  quarters.  All  the 
room  in  the  building  of  district  No.  2  is  being  utilized  to 
the  best  possible  advantage,  and  additional  means  of  exit 
in  case  of  fire  are  being  provided. 

The  question  is  often  asked  why  the  number  of  chil- 
dren attending  school  increases  with  no  apparent  increase 
of  population,  or  of  the  number  of  children  officially  en- 
rolled as  of  school  age  in  the  town.  We  believe  the  present 
statue  law  is  reponsible  for  the  situation,  for  under  our 
present  law  the  State  Board  of  Education  can  refuse  an  em- 
ployment certificate  to  any  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age 
who  is  unable  to  meet  certain  educational  requirements, 
thus  keeping  at  school  many  children,  who  under  the  old 
law  would  be  at  work  before  they  should  be. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  prescribed  text 
books  for  several  years  and  no  new  books  purchased,  except 
those  necessary  to  replace  worn-out  volumes,  but  owing  to 
the  length  of  time  the  books  have  been  in  use,  the  pur- 
chases made  during  the  past  year  have  been  quite  large. 

All  the  school  buildings  have  been  properly  renovated 
and  repaired,  including  much  needed  repairs  to  roof  and 
ceiling  of  the  building  in  district  No.  2. 


It  is  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  increase  the  effic- 
iency of  the  schools  of  Stafford,  and  we  welcome  sugges- 
tions. We  request  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  all  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  The  teachers  will 
gladly  confer  with  parents,  and  in  our  opinion  much  unwar- 
ranted criticism  will  be  avoided  and  many  misunderstand- 
ings made  clear  if  the  parents  will  get  in  touch  with  the 
teachers  and  consult  them  about  the  many  troublesome 
matters  which  are  bound  to  arise  during  the  school  days  of 
their  children.  ROBEET  H.  FISK,  Chairman. 


District  No.  2. 


The  work  of  the  schools  in  this  district  during  the  year 
just  closed  has  been  of  a  high  order,  and  the  standard  of  ef- 
ficiency heretofore  noted  has,  for  the  most  part,  been  ob- 
tained. Those  in  charge  were  all  teachers  of  experience 
and  ability.  They  were  oarnest  in  their  endeavors  and  there 
was  steady,  healthy,  progress  throughout  the  year. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  school 
comprising  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  taught  by  Miss 
Connor  had  62  pupils  enrolled.  To  require  one  teacher  to 
carry  on  the  work  in  so  large  a  school  was  an  injustice  to 
both  teacher  and  pupils.  The  committee  therefore  deemed 
it  advisable  to  separate  the  two  grades.  Miss  Maude  E. 
Chapman  who  had  normal  school  training  and  previous  ex- 
perience was  secured  and  placed  in  charge  of  grade  six, 
Miss  Connor  retaining  grade  seven.  Each  teacher  now  has 
but  a  single  grade  up  to  and  including  the  seventh. 

In  order  to  make  room  for  grade  six  it  was  necessary  to 
make  some  changes.  The  typewriters  were  removed  to  the 
tower  room,  also  used  as  a  recitation  room  and  desks  placed 
in  the  typewriting  room  for  the  sixth  grade.  This  room, 
which  is  situated  on  the  third  floor,  is  small  and  is  not  well 
suited  to  this  grade,  and  we  hope  that  its  use  for  this  pur- 
pose will  be  only  temporary.  Contrary  to  the  general 
opinion,  however,  there  is  a  fire  escape  leading  from  this 
room. 


.  Miss  Mabel  Kingsbury,  who  taught  with  marked  suc- 
cess in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  for  the  past  ten  years, 
resigned  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  accept  a  position  else- 
where at  a  larger  salary.  She  was  a  teacher  of  superior 
ability,  and  we  regret  that  the  salary  paid  here  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  induce  her  to  remain. 

Miss  Mary  Smith  was  transferred  from  the  Pinney 
grammar  school  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  present  indications 
point  to  a  successful  year. 

Your  acting  visitor  recommends  that  the  schools  in  this 
district  be  regraded  so  that  the  course  can  be  covered  in 
eight  instead  of  nine  grades.  Many  of  our  best  schools 
have  now  only  eight  grades,  and  the  plan  works  satisfac- 
torily. We  have  a  kindergarten  and  nine  grades.  By  fol- 
lowing the  course  as  now  established  the  shortest  possible 
time  in  which  the  high  school  can  be  reached  after  entering 
the  kindergarten  is  ten  years.  The  average  is  nearer  eleven 
years.  It  is  believed  that  a  year  could  easily  be  saved  by 
regrading. 

High  School. 

The  work  in  the  high  school  has  been  uniformly  good 
throughout  the  year.  It  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  the 
committee  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  this  school  as  well 
as  to  bring  it  up  to  a  high  standard.  In  this  we  have  had 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  principal  and  assistants,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  report  that  our  efforts  have  met  with 
success.  Mr.  Williams,  who  was  principal  for  the  past  four 
years,  also  Miss  Shedd  aud  Miss  Reed,  assistants,  were 
tempted  by  the  larger  salaries  paid  elsewhere  and  resigned 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  committee  was  fortunate  in 
securing  as  principal  James  R.  Tucker,  a  teacher  of  many 
years  experience. 

Miss  Gertrude  Stone  and  Miss  Margaret  W.  Ballantine 
have  succeeded  Miss  Shedd  and  Miss  Reed,  and,  consider- 
ing so  many  changes,  the  work  was  taken  up  with  little  in- 
terruption. 


There  is  a  growing  tendency  among  the  students  to 
prepare  for  the  higher  institutions  of  learning,  which  is  very 
commendable. 

With  five  teachers  employed,  the  work  should  be  thor- 
ough and  complete  in  each  of  the  four  courses,  and  there  is 
now  no  good  reason  why  students  should  not  be  prepared 
for  college  here  without  being  obliged  to  spend  a  year  else- 
where after  graduation. 

We  have  stated  in  previous  reports  that  there  was  too 
much  driftwood  in  the  school — that  too  many  of  the  pupils 
were  aimlessly  drifting  along  without  any  definite  end  in 
view — and  have  suggested  that  some  influence  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  school  as  a  whole  which  would  change 
this  state  of  affairs.  By  diligent  efforts  Mr.  Williams  suc- 
ceeded, in  a  measure,  in  making  some  improvement  along 
this  line,  and  we  hope  to  see  even  better  results  this  year. 
A  number  of  this  year's  senior  class  are  already  preparing 
for  college. 

The  commercial  course  continues  to  be  popular,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  report  that  graduates  of  this  department 
easily  find  positions  and  that  they  are  doing  creditable 
work  in  offices  in  this  and  nearby  towns. 

District  No.  12. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Foley,  a  teacher  of  considerable  experi- 
ence was  employed  in  this  school  throughout  the  year. 
Satisfactory  progress  was  made  during  the  fall  and  winter 
terms,  but  the  work  was  grea.ly  hampered  during-  the  sum- 
mer term  by  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  which  effected 
most  of  the  children  in  the  district  and  necessitated  the 
closing  of  school  for  about  four  weeks.  On  account  of  this 
loss  of  time  it  was  necessary  to  keep  school  until  early  in 
July.  Most  of  the  time  was  made  up,  but  the  break  was  so 
serious  that  results  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  not  as  good 
as  anticipated.  Miss  Ethel  M.  Davis  is  in  charge  of  the 
school  this  term  and  has  made  a  good  beginning. 


District  No.  13. 
The  schools  in  this  district  were  again  in  charge  of 
Miss  Newell  and  Miss  Town.  The  same  conscientious  en- 
deavor which  has  marked  their  work  for  years  was  again  in 
evidence.  There  is  an  admirable  working  spirit  in  this 
school,  and  although  the  two  teachers  have  the  entire  nine 
grades  the  classes  are  so  well  arranged  that  there  is  no 
friction.  The  work  is  of  a  high  order.  The  teachers  are 
faithful,  conscientious  and  painstaking  and  show  a  com- 
mendable desire  to  progress  with  the  times.  The  schools 
are  fortunate  that  the  same  teachers  are  again  on  duty  this 
year. 

District  No.  16. 
This  is  one  of  the  smallest  schools  in  town.  It  is  also 
one  of  the  most  easily  managed,  and  yet  it  is  very  difficult 
to  arouse  any  enthusiasm  among  the  pupils.  The  teacher 
who  had  no  previous  experience  remained  throughout  the 
year,  and  only  a  moderate  degree  of  success  was  obtained. 
The  school  is  now  under  the  management  of  Miss  Laura  E. 
Worthington  and  her  efforts  thus  far  bespeak  earnest,  faith- 
ful work. 

M.  D.  OCONNELL,  Acting  Visitor. 


Districts  No.  1,  4,  5,  8  and  9. 

A  school  was  maintained  in  all  these  districts  the  full 
term  required  by  law.  The  buildings  and  appurtenances 
are  all  in  very  good  condition.  No  changes  were  made  in 
the  teaching  force  in  these  districts  save  such  as  were 
necessitated  by  sickness  and  accident  as  hereinafter  speci- 
fied. 

District  No.  1  (Pinney  Grammar  School). 

In  this  school,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  some- 
what radical  change  was  made  in  all  the  grades — a  change 
that  seemed  advisable  on  account  of  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  lower  rooms. 


Heretofore,  in  the  grammar  room,  there  were  but  two 
grades,  and  by  far  fewer  pupils  than  in  the  lower  rooms, 
especially  in  the  primary  room.  In  that  room  there  were 
three  grades,  and  so  many  pupils  as  to  render  it  impossible 
for  the  teacher  to  do  anything  like  satisfactory  work.  We 
deemed  it  advisable,  therefore  to  try  the  plan  of  pushing 
ahead  a  grade  in  each  of  the  lower  rooms.  This,  of  course, 
put  three  grades  into  the  grammar  department,  where  here- 
tofore there  had  been  but  two. 

The  plan  seems  to  have  worked  well.  It  certainly  has 
made  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  the  labors  of  the 
teachers  and  relieved  the  crowded  condition  of  the  lower  or 
primary  room.  We  are  aware,  however,  that  this  change 
increased  the  labors  of  the  teacher  of  the  grammar  depart- 
ment, but  we  believe  not  unjustly,  since  it  surely  distributed 
the  labors  more  evenly  through  all  the  rooms. 

A  few  weeks  before  the  close  of  the  school  year,  Miss 
Smith,  the  teacher  in  the  grammar  department,  met  with  a 
very  painful  accident,  and  was  unable  to  be  in  her  school 
for  nearly  a  month.  Strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  secure 
for  her  a  substitute  for  a  little  time,  but  without  avail. 
For  a  week  her  work  was  carried  on  through  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  teachers  in  the  other  grades,  and  they  deserve 
great  credit  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  con- 
ducted it.  But  the  work  was  found  too  difficult  for  them 
to  so  continue  it  for  long.  We  finally  resorted  to  the  plan 
of  putting  into  Miss  Smith's  room  Mr.  B.  A.  Booth,  teacher 
in  the  room  below  Miss  Smith's,  and  of  getting  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Webster  as  a  substitute  for  his  room,  which  we  were 
then  able  to  do.  This  plan  succeeded  admirably,  as  Mrs. 
Webster  proved  herself  equal  to  the  emergency.  Miss 
Smith  was  able  to  resume  her  labors  before  the  close  of  the 
term,  and  so,  taking  all  in  all,  the  interruption  was  hardly 
noticeable,  and  in  spite  of  it  we  are  able  to  record  a  suc- 
cessful year  of  work  for  all  the  grades. 

District  No.  4,  (Stafford  Street). 
Mrs.  Mae  Clayton,  who  for  several  years  has  success- 
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fully  taught  the  school  in  this  district,  was  again  in  charge. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  Spring  term  the  school  was 
somewhat  broken  up  on  account  of  Mrs.  Clayton's  illness. 
At  one  time  she  was  absent  an  entire  week  ;  but  fortunately 
we  were  able  to  fill  in  the  interim  with  an  experienced 
teacher.  When  Mrs.  Clayton  recovered  from  her  illness 
she  made  strenuous  effort  to  make  good  any  loss  that  had 
occurred  through  the  interruption  caused  by  that  illness, 
and  she  succeeded  admirably. 

District  No.  5,  (Staffordville). 

The  school  here  has  been  in  charge  of  the  same  pains- 
taking and  faithful  corps  of  teachers  as  last  year.  But 
here,  too,  we  have  had  to  contend  with  that  trial  of  man- 
kind— sickness. 

During  the  last  half  of  the  last  term  of  the  year  Miss 
Hattie  Ellithorpe,  teacher  in  the  Grammar  department, 
was  absent  most  of  the  time  on  account  of  a  severe  illness. 
For  a  week  the  Misses  Ruth  and  Isadore  Dunham,  teachers 
in  the  other  grades,  through  exceedingly  strenuous  efforts, 
successfully  carried  on  the  work  for  her.  But  the  strain 
forbode  illness  for  them  both  if  for  long  continued.  Your 
Acting  School  Visitor  held  the  fort  for  a  week,  but  other 
duties  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  hold  it  longer. 
Then  again,  Miss  Ellithorpe  had  so  far  recovered  as  to 
cause  her  to  feel  that  she  could  resume  the  duties  herself, 
which  she  did,  only  to  find  after  a  few  days'  trial  that  she 
was  unequal  to  the  task.  Then  for  a  week  the  school  was 
suspended  altogether.  Finally,  after  the  work  in  the  other 
grades  was  completed  for  the  year,  Miss  Isadore  Dunham 
took  up  the  task  of  completing  the  work  for  Miss  Elli- 
thorpe. She  did  it,  and  she  did  it  well.  But,  as  we  all 
know,  such  interruptions  in  school  duties,  are  hard  to  over- 
come fully.  It  was  so  in  this  case.  Yet,  barring  this 
break,  we  can  in  justice  only  say  that  here  has  been  done  a 
year's  most  excellent  work  in  all  the  grades,  and  that  even 
in  spite  of  it,  we  can  but  commend  the  final  results  in  the 
room  of  Miss  Ellithorpe. 


District  No.  8,  (Rockwell). 

The  teacher  in  this  school  was  Miss  Nettie  Brown. 
Miss  Brown  had  had  no  experience  in  teaching,  but  had 
had  some  training  in  a  Normal  school.  By  means  of  that 
training,  supplemented  by  faithful,  painstaking  work,  she 
rendered  a  very  acceptable  service. 

District  No.  10,  (Leonard). 

The  school  here  was  again  in  charge  of  Miss  Lottie 
Hatch,  who  has  been  its  faithful  teacher  for  several  years. 
The  results  of  her  labors,  though  always  praiseworthy,  were 
even  better  than  usual. 

In  submitting  this  report,  we  feel  constrained  to  say 
that  while  on  the  whole  the  work  for  the  year  has  been 
very  commendable,  it  has  been  wrought  amid  many  trials, 
and  some  vexations,  owing  in  a  measure  to  the  breaks  and 
interruptions  to  which  we  have  alluded.  The  teachers 
found  it  hard  to  accomplish  the  hoped  for  results,  owing  to 
the  unusual  conditions  under  which  they  were  often  placed. 
But  they  labored  uncomplainingly  on,  and  deserve  the 
highest  commendation  for  the  success  that  under  such  ad- 
verse conditions  they  finally  achieved. 

We  also  feel  constrained  to  call  attention  to  a  spiritual 
tendency  that  possesses  many  of  our  boys  and  girls,  and 
which  appears  to  be  fostered  by  many  a  parent  and  guard- 
ian,— a  tendency  that  woefully  hinders  the  good  character 
of  the  work  that  might  otherwise  be  done,  and  increases 
the  labors  of  the  teachers,  especially  those  in  the  eighth 
and  ninth  grades.  It  is  that  spirit  that  causes  the  boys 
and  girls  to  want  to  get  out  of  school  that  they  may  earn 
the  almighty  dollar. 

It  is  this  spirit  that  the  teachers  are  "  up  against "  all 
the  time,  especially  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades :  "  I 
shall  soon  get  through,  and  I  do  not  care  whether  I  half 
get  the  assigned  lessons  or  not."  To  get  through — that  is 
their  only  aim  and  ambition.  Do  you  wonder  that  the  last 
weeks  of  the  child's  school  life  avail  so  little  ?     They  lose 
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interest,  and  become  possessed  by  the  "don't  care"  feeling 
— that  feeling  which  makes  wrecks  of  so  many  that  other- 
wise might  be  good  and  useful  lives. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  the  boys  and  girls  of  to-day  are 
to  be  the  guiders  of  the  State  to-morrow.  Men  of  wisdom 
and  virtue,  and  not  of  wealth,  are  the  want  of  the  nation, 
and  are  the  makers  and  sustainers  of  good  government. 
Let  us  remember  this,  when  we  are  anxious  to  get  our  boys 
and  girls  out  into  the  labor  field  before  they  have  devel- 
oped minds  such  as  would  fit  them  to  be  the  leaders,  and 
not  the  led,  in  the  battle  of  life. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  P.  BOOTH,  Acting  School  Visitor. 


District  No.  6,  (Washburn). 
Owing  to  changes  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year, 
not  so  much  progress  was  made  as  was  wished ;   but  with 
the  same  teacher,  Miss  Eunice  Bradway,  this  year  excellent 
results  are  expected. 

District  No.  14,  (Crow  Hill). 

This  school  was  taught  the  entire  year  by  Miss  Synola 
Avery  who  is  a  faithful  worker  and  gave  good  satisfaction. 
Miss  Phillips  is  the  present  teacher. 

District  No.  15,  (Lull). 

This  school  was  under  the  management  of  Miss  Edith 
Battige  who  has  taught  here  for  several  years.  Her  meth- 
ods and  discipline  are  good  and  her  ability  to  instruct 
excellent. 

HERBERT  A.  GLAZIER,  Acting  Visitor. 


Town  School  Committee. 

Term  expires 


Herbert  A.  Glazier, 

M.  D.  O'Connell,  Secretary, 

Kev.  I.  P.  Booth, 

William  S.  Walbridge, 

Myron  P.  Avery, 

Kobert  H.  Fisk,  ChairmaD, 


1912 
1912 
1913 
1913 
1914 
1914 


Dist. 
No. 


Names  of  Teachers  Employed. 

Teacher.  Grade. 

William  T.  Williams 
Minnie  L.  Shedd, 
Faith  H.  Reed, 
Mary  A.  O'Bryan, 
Sara  L.  Sweet, 
Blanche  L.  Shippey 
Mildred  MacCallum 
Ralph  A.  Booth, 
Mary  E.  Smith, 
Edith  G.  Cushman, 
Ethel  Moore, 
Maud  G.  Booth. 
Genevieve  M.  Hewett, 
Mary  F.  Leach, 
Sadie  L.  Comins, 
Ethel  I.  Kich, 
Maud  E  Chapman, 
Ella  C.  Connor, 
Mabel  L.  Kingsbury, 
Mae  Clayton. 
Euth  N.  Dunham,  Isadore  Dunham,  Hattie  L 

Ellithorpe. 
Dorothy  Day,  F.  Eunice  Bradway. 
Nettie  E.  Brown. 


High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

1  and  2 

3  and  4 

5  and  6 

7,  8  and  9 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8  and  9 


12 

10  Lottie  W.  Hatch. 

12  Mary  E.  Foley. 

13  Josephine  Newell,  Jennie  Towne. 

14  Edna  Fletcher,  Llynola  Avery. 

15  Edith  B.  Battige. 

16  Edith  M.  Nichols. 

Frieda  Rand,  Lulu  Ide,  Supervisor  of  Music 

Changes  for  1912-1913. 
James  R.  Tucker,      .        .        Principal  in  High  School 
Gertrude  Stone,         .         .         Assistant  in  High  School 
Margaret  W.  Ballentiue,  Assistant  in  High  School 

1     Ruth  Dunham, 1  and  2 

1     Blanche  L.  Shippey, 3  and  4 

1     Isadore  Dunham, 5  and  6 

1  Ralph  A.  Booth, 7,  8  and  9 

2  Mary  E.  Smith, 8  and  9 

4  Nettie  E.  Brown. 

5  Mary  E.  Hedges,  Lottie  W.  Hatch,  Marjorie 

B.  Eaton. 
8     Llynola  Avery. 
10     Louisa  Wobbecke. 
12     Ethel  M.  Davis. 
14     Elsie  M.  Phillips. 
16     Laura  E.  Worthington. 
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ANNUAL    REPORT    OF 

F.  L.  SMITH,  M.  D., 

Town  Health  Officer. 


The  following  report  for  the  year  ending  August  31st, 
1912,  is  hereby  respectfully  submitted  : 

The  past  year  has  been  remarkable  for  the  unusual 
number  of  cases  of  measles  that  have  occurred,  no  fewer 
than  seventy-two  cases  having  been  reported,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  these,  there  have  been  quite  a  number  more  of 
which  no  report  was  made,  as  no  physician  was  employed. 
The  attention  of  the  public  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
health  rules  adopted  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  require 
that  when  measles  (or  any  contagious  disease)  occurs,  and 
no  physician  is  called,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  householder  to 
report  the  existence  of  such  disease  to  the  Health  Officer. 
This  epidemic  of  measles  was  confined  principally  to  the 
months  of  April,  May  and  June,  a  few  occurring  in  March 
and  a  few  in  July.  Almost  every  child  in  Orcuttville,  who 
had  not  previously  had  the  disease,  was  attacked  by  it,  as 
well  as  some  adults.  A  few  cases  occurred  in  Stafford ville, 
West  Stafford  and  Stafford  Hollow,  and  some  in  the  outly- 
ing districts.  No  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease  or  its 
sequel*  in  the  town,  but  did  in  the  borough.  It  is  well 
to  bear  in  mind  that  this  disease  is  particularly  liable  to  be 
complicated  with  or  followed  by  disease  of  the  lungs. 

Diphtheria. — There  have  been  ten  cases  of  diphtheria 
reported,  occurring  in  the  months  of  November,  December 
and  January.  Most  of  these  cases  were  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town,  one  case  proving  fatal.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  time  of  this  epidemic  the  act  of  the  last  legislature, 
providing  free  antitoxin,  came  into  effect.  This  is  a  great 
boon  to  suffering  humanity,  as  almost  every  case  of  diph- 
theria can  be  cured   by   its  early  use,  and  its  expense  has 
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made  its  use  almost  prohibitive  to  the  family  of  working- 
man  ;  while  now,  not  only  can  the  patient  receive  the  full 
or  curative  dose,  but  an  immunizing  dose  can  be  given  to 
all  other  members  of  the  family,  thus  effectually  preventing 
the  spread  of  the  disease.  In  addition  to  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin, the  free  offering  by  the  state  includes  tetanus  (lock- 
jaw) antitoxin  and  vaccine  lymph.  It  is  proper  to  say  in 
this  connection  that  this  free  offering  is  not  intended  for 
people  who  are  able  to  pay,  but,  as  a  communication  from 
the  State  Board  says,  for  the  "very  poor." 

Scarlet  Fever. — Five  cases  of  this  disease  have  been 
reported,  taking  place  in  the  months  of  November,  Decem- 
ber and  January,  the  same  as  the  diphtheria  cases.  These 
cases  all  recovered,  and  suffered  from  none  of  the  sequelae 
that  sometimes  follow  an  attack.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we 
have,  as  yet,  no  way  of  positively  determining  when  the 
danger  of  contagion  has  passed  in  this  disease,  much  com- 
plaint being  made  of  the  length  of  time  that  quarantine  is 
continued  ;  but  it  is  well  to  remember  that  in  cases  of  this 
kind  the  wishes  of  the  individual  must  give  way  to  the 
good  of  the  public,  and  a  few  days,  more  or  less,  of  quaran- 
tine can  well  be  endured  if  the  spread  of  the  disease  can 
thus  be  restricted. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Not  a  single  case  of  this  disease  has 
been  reported  during  the  past  year,  and  its  occurrence  is 
becoming  less  and  less,  as  the  years  go  by,  unless  it  occurs 
as  a  neighborhood  epidemic,  from  some  special  cause,  as 
infected  water  or  milk. 

Whooping  Cough  has  prevailed  to  a  moderate  extent, 
but  very  little  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Nuisances. — A  few  have  been  complained  of  and 
abated,  one  of  these  being  the  hauling  of  the  carcass  of  a 
dead  horse  onto  land  contiguous  to  the  highway  and  to 
human  habitations,  and  leaving  the  same  unburied,  which, 
in  the  very  hot  weather  of  mid-summer,  would  constitute  a 
most  decided  public  nuisance.     This  was  promptly  abated. 

Milk  Supply. — The  periodical  examination  of  the  pub- 
lic milk  supply  which   is  being   carried   on  by  the   State 
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Board  of  Health  cannot  fail  to  improve  the  conditions  in 
this  respect.  These  examinations  have  been  made  in  this 
town  at  regular  intervals  during  the  past  year,  and  have  al- 
ways resulted  in  rinding  the  milk  of  good  quality. 

Tuberculosis  still  finds  its  victims,  but  with  the  steady 
warfare  being  constantly  carried  on  against  it,  and  the  im- 
proved methods  of  treatment  and  prophylaxis,  there  is  a 
marked  decrease  in  its  prevalence  and  mortality. 

The  abolition  of  the  common  drinking  cup,  which  was 
adopted  during  the  past  year,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature, 
is  another  step  in  the  right  direction  of  the  prevention  of 
contagious  disease. 

This  has  been  adopted  in  the  schools  of  the  town,  the 
teachers  having  been  instructed  to  direct  their  pupils  to 
bring  their  own  drinking  cups  from  home,  and  to  use  no 
other. 


